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Mr. DANIEL SUTTON, 


SURGEON. 


SIR, 


Ev. R indebted will theſe king- 


doms be to the late honourable 


lady MARY WORTLEY MONTAGUE, 


mother of the preſent right hon- 
ourable counteſs of 3ur RE, for the 


great and noble bleſſing, Inocu- 


lation. Thouſands of ſubjects, 
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vi DEDICATION. 


the tender huſband, the affecti- 


onate wife, fond parents and 


pious children engrave her name 
in deep characters on their 
hearts and will record it for- 
ever with gratitude and praiſe. 

EqQuaLLy obliged, fir, is the 


nation to you. Your indefati- 


gable attention to inveſtigate the 
true, ſubtle, and abſtruſe nature 
of the Small-pox; the great, 
the ſurpriſingly great improve- 


ments you have made on the 


practice of Inoculation, have 
rendered it a bleſſing indeed; and 
merited you the diſtinguiſhed fa- 
vour and applauſe of the public. 


DEDICATION. vii 


By theſe improvements the art 
juſtly becomes your own ; an 
art that muſt and ought to tranſ- 
mit your name to poſterity. 
And it is not to be doubted, 
but the time is haſtily approach- 
ing, when the sUTTON1an ſyſ- 
tem or method of Inoculation 


will be univerſally adopted. 


Here, fir, I ſeem to ſee the 


odious, ghaſtly ſneers of the un- 
ſkilful, the envious and ill-aftect- 


ed. But let me tell the wretches, 
they have no right to queſtion 
the above truths, or to ſtigma- 
tiſe me with the name of flat- 


terer, until they have proved 


vii DEDICATION. 
themſelves ſuperior to you in 
experience, practice and ſucceſs. 
| Many baſe methods have 
been contrived to obſtruct you; 
but you have furmounted them 
all, and are now above the reach 
of prejudice and malice. You 
have the voice of the people, 
and above all the happineſs to 
deſerve it. Theſe conſiderati- 
ons, and the reſpect paid you 
by ſome of the firft phyſicians 
in the kingdom ſhould teach 
your contemptible ſnarlers to | 
know your merit, and to know 


themſelves. 
Go on then, fir, and proſper. 


piii 8. 


May your preſent unſullied ſuc- 
ceſs always attend you. May 
you live many, many years to 
do good. May your art be ever 
crowned with an infinite recom- 
pence of reward to yourſelf and 
heirs; with joy and happineſs 
to this nation in particular, and 
to mankind in general. Accept 
theſe ſincereſt wiſhes from him, 
who dedicates to you the fol- 
lowing diſcourſe on Inoculation, 
becauſe he is convinced you beſt 
| deſerve it; and who is, Sir, 

Your much obliged humble ſervant, 


| Witham, 
March 10, 1767. 


RozERT HoULTON. 
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LETTER to the CRITI AL REVIZW ERS, 


BY WAY OF 


K BM 


May it pleaſe your High Mightineſles 


1 Beg the favour, if you deign to take notice of the follow- 
ing diſcourſe, that you will permit my printer and publiſher to 
be ſtiled HASSALL; and not ſubſtitute another's name, muck 
leſs that of any printer, who ſteals into the profeſſion, For in 
a Review of laft year, you make one Toft the publiſher of three 
of my pieces, viz. a Sermon on Detraction, and two Pamphlets | 
figned OXONIENSIS ; neither of which he printed or publiſhed, * 
— Had his name- difgraced one of my pieces only, I ſhould 
have readily concluded it was done through miſtake ; but being 
tacked to all of them, it manifeſtly diſcovered your kind. and 
partial deſign ; for which I cannot ſufficiently admire your modeſty. 
And I take the liberty to adviſe you to injoin your country 
puffers to be leſs communicative: for a certain pedd/ing book- 
ſeller, at the time I publiſhed the above-mentioned pieces, * 


boaſted much of having an intimacy with one of your aſſociates, 
named RomninsoN ; and that be would do this and that ; be ſhould 
write to him, and would take care that my pieces bad their proper 
ebaracter; becauſe, I ſuppoſe, he (the bookſeller) was not my 


printer, &c. 
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Aub you too, Gentlemen, muſt reſent my not employing 
him, at the expence of juſtice to. my printer and publiſher, — 
Syrely this conduct will in time convince the public of your 
beafted impartiality, For if little country bookſellers have that 
influence with you, to get what remarks they pleaſe, made on 
publications, becauſe, forſooth, they are not employed by the 
authors, who can longer eſteem the Critical Review ? — 
For thus preſuming to attack your High Mightineſſes, I live 
in dreadful apprebenfion of your ſovereign contempt, or of your 
tremendous ſatire and invective. — If you condeſcend to criti- 

| ciſe, what think you of the following manner? 

No. A Sermon on Inoculation, &c. Haſſall,. price 26. We 
think (viz. one of our band thinks) the author ſhould be ino- 
culated with Jos 's diſtemper for his pains, and the reader with ; 

- his patience, | 
Ox. ſuppoſe, you are witty on me thro' means of my text, as, 
Tit Sickneſs, indeed, is not unte death; but we propheſy the 
ſermon - won't live a week. | 
oa but I leave it to you—you haye doubtleſs witticiſms and 
characters of all kinds for pieces that are to he publiſhed i "I 
ſeventy-ſeven, as well as ſixty- ſeven. 
I wy Gentlemen, with all due reſpeR, 
| Your moſt ſincere Admirer, 
on HOULTON, 


Feb. 20. 1767 
P. S. Ox recollection, it will e be thought, if you 
decry my ſermon, that this letter ruffles your philoſophy. The 
beſt way, therefore, is to take no notice of me, or to get the 
Monthly Reviewers (vis. _ as. the e is) to trim 
my jacket. 
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SERMON 


INOCULATION, | 


THIS SICKNESS I8 NOT UNTO DEATH, 
Jonn xl. 4. 


* words relate to Lazarus that was 
raiſed from the dead; for whom our bleſſed Saviour 
ſeemed to have had a peculiar regard, as appears 
from the following meſſage ſent to inform him of 
his illneſs: Lord, behold he whom thou loweſt, its 
fich. This tender meſſage had its fall effect on him, 
who while on earth went about doing good ; whoſe 
heart was ever open to pity, and affected at human 
woe ; whoſe ear liſtened to diſtreſs, and who felt for 
mankind. It determined him to reſcue Lazarus 
from death, and- to afford comfort to his mourn- 
ful ſiſters. — But he propoſing alſo, on this occaſion, 
to manifeſt the glory of Gov, as well as his own di- 
&Q 
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vine power and miſſion, by a greater miracle than juſt 
a ſimple cure of his ſickneſs, delayed his going till 
Lazarus was dead. ; 

Ou Saviour's ſtay for two days after the meſ- 
ſage and modeſt addreſs of the ſiſters, may not ſeem, 
perhaps, conſiſtent with a zealous regard for LAZ A- 


- RUS, or a real friendſhip for his ſiſters; as it made 


the former ſuffer even the pains of death, and kept 
the latter longer in ſuſpence and grief; — but it 
ſhewed his perfect wiſdom and goodneſs, as it made 
the wonderful werk more remarkable and conducive 
to the conviction of the ſpectators. For had he gone 


before LAz AR us was dead, they might have attributed 


his recovery rather to the ſtrength of nature than to 
any miraculous power: or had he raiſed him as ſoon as 
he was dead, they might have thought it rather ſome 
trance or extaſy than a death or diſſolution. But 
now to raiſe a perſon, four days dead, offenſive and 
reduced to corruption; was a ſurprize of unutterable 
joy to his relations; removed all poſſible ſuſpicion 
of confederacy ; ſilenced: peeviſh cavilling ; and tri- 
umphed over the obſtinacy of prejudice and infide- 
lity.— There is ſomething ſingularly great and pathe- 
tic in the whole account of this miracle, as recorded 
by the apoſtle. Joy, grief, and pity, are ſtrongly 
painted: — the circumſtances are tender, and the 
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wailings of MarTHA and Mak v affecting; — they 
muſt be ſo,— for JI Es us wept ; — nay, his grief was 
ſo great and apparent, that the Jews (who came to 
ſee the miragle) exclaimed, behold how he. loved him ! 
— In ſhort, our Saviour verified his words, This 
fickneſs is not unto death ;—and as the verſe goes on, but 
for the glory of Go, that the Son of Gop might be 
glorified thereby, —by a moſt awful and wonderful mira- 
cle. — Thus much for the words I have choſen, as to 
their immediate ſenſe. I ſhall now take the liberty 
to apply them to Inoculation *, and, I hope, with- 
out incurring the cenſure of levity, or of wreſting 


Scripture to defend an improper ſubject. 
THIS SICKNESS. Is NOT UNTO DEATH, 


TR expreſſion will bear a two-fold explanation. It 
may be uſed in a natural ſenſe, to prove the Safety of 
Inoculation; that it endangers not life; and ina ſpiritual 
one, to juſtify the practice of it: for deat is threaten- 
ed, in many places of Scripture, not as an immediate 
but as a future puniſhment for the tranſgreſſion of 
God's commands; particularly in the ſecond chapter of 


Geneſis, In the day thou eateſt thereef, thou ſpalt ſurely die. 


— 


* For ſake of brevity, I ſhall uſe the word Tnoculation all 
along, to ſignify Inoculation of the Small-pox, agreeable to its 
preſent general acceptation, 
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Which implied not a natural but a ſpiritual death; 
alluding to the forfeiture of eternal life: a puniſh- 


ment threatened to deter Ap AM from eating the for- 

bidden fruit. So that my text, in regard to the pre- 

ſent ſubject, may be thus very fairly paraphraſed. 
Tr1s ſickneſs, as cauſed by Inoculation, is not 


unto death; that is, 1s not worthy of divine wen- 


geance or puniſhment ; becauſe it violates no command of 


Gop, and is not zncluded under any fin that he has 
Forbidden. | 
Tus, it ſhall be my endeavour in the following 
diſcourſe to eyince; to remove the ſcruples of the 
conſcientious, and to prove that the Practice of Ino- 
culation is juſtifiable in the fight of Gop. — As for 
the natural or verbal ſenſe of the text, the ſucceſs of 
the practice, at leaſt of the preſent, principal practice 
of Inoculation, ſo fully demonſtrates it, that it almoſt 
amounts to a ſelf-evident truth. Arguments, there- 
fore, on this head, are uſeleſs and unneceſlary ; ex- 


perimental proof 1s the beſt of arguments. All that 


is wanting is, to adapt ſome plain reaſoning to the 


capacity and conviction of the too- ſcrupulous, and 


ever-conſcientious. 
Lr us firſt enquire, how far reaſon and experience 


" Enforce the Practice of Inoculation. But before this, 
let me make a remark on the term /f. Many, I 
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am apt to think, owe their prejudice to the practice, 
from the very ſound of the word Iuoculation; and make 
it convey ſuch horrible ideas, as ought to exiſt only 2 
in a diſtempered brain. —I would aſk, What does 
Inoculation mean more than Self-preſervation ? Or why 
may it not be defined ſtill more mildly, and called, 
an endeavour (as it certainly is) 20 preſerve our lives? 
I could almoſt dare to reſt this cauſe on the anſwer 


that the moſt conſcientious caſuiſt would give to the 


—_ 
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following queſtion: Whether, in caſes of danger, it 


is diſpleaſing to the AL MIORT x to ſee his creatures 
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endeavour zo pre/erve their lives, if the means are in- 


offenſive? The ſophiſt might, perhaps, diſpute the 


latter part of my queſtion, and aſſert that the means 
are very offenſive and injurious to ſociety, as it ſpreads 
the infection to the deſtruction of mens lives; and 


in that light is diſpleaſing to Gop. But this is ar- 


guing from the abuſe of the thing, and is conſe- 
quently of not the leaſt force, as it does not refute 
that the means are inoffenſive and juſtifiable, when 
kept within proper bounds. — But to proceed, 
'SELF-PRESERVATION has been long adjudged a 
ſtanding maxim, an indiſpenſable duty, the firſt and 


great law of nature. It is a principle ingrafted in 
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our birth, and begins to act as ſoon as we begin to 
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think, and to know danger. A principle that come 
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mands the will, and is actuated more by inſtin& 


than reflection. — Agreeable to this principle, man 
naturally dreads every diſorder or ſickneſs that threat - 
ens his diſſolution, and which he knows, is fre- 


quently unto death: and, as naturally ſtrives to avoid 


it; or, if involved in it, to ſubdue its malignant 
and dangerous effects. — The ravages of the ſmall- 
pox, in all ages, conditions, and conſtitutions he 
daily hears of, accompanied with the moſt diſmal 
and deplorable circumſtances. Its ſpreading infec- 
tion and fatality ſtrike him with terror, and put 
him on his guard to ſecure his perſon from the con- 
tagion: but, alas! repeated accounts alarm him, 
that his friends and neighbours, who took the 
ſame and greater precaution, are cut off by this de- 


ſtructive and tremendous plague. No one, he finds, 


is ſecure; for infection rides on the wings. of the 
wind, and the air is incorporated with malignant 
vapour. Such a one perceives himſelf in imminent 


danger. — The contagion approaches him with haſty 


ſtrides, and levels numbers of his fellow-creatures, 
Fe beholds himſelf in as dreadful a condition as the 
man who ſees a rock of an immenſe ſize falling on 
bim. If the latter has any reaſon left, in ſuch cir- 
cumſtances ; if it is not overpowered with fear, he 


naturally ſprings from the dangerous ſpot, leſt he 
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ſhould be cruſhed to atoms. And if there is a way for 
the eſcape of the former, who believes deſtruction 
as near to him, reaſon inſtantly points it out, and 
hurries him on to preſerve his life, = Will any; 
in their ſenſes, aſſert, that it is folly and raſhneſs, 
that it is wicked, abſurd and unreaſonable thus tg 
accept in an imminent criſis, when death is impend- 
ing, the proffered and certain means of ſecurity ? 
Tu conſcientious perſon muſt be cautious here 
of allowing, that Inoculation may be jaltifiable in 
ſome particular caſes. For if the act is ſinful in the 
fight of Gov, no caſe can alter the nature of that 
fin, or affect the decrees of the AumionTty, which 
are immutable. Either the act muſt be pleafing or dif- 
pleafing to Gop ; not in ſome particular caſes, but 
univerſally ſo. — But to purſue the dictates of reaſon 
and experience. | | 
DovsBrTLEss, then, we are influenced, or rather 
hurried on by reaſon to preſerve our lives in all caſes 
of danger: — and not by reaſon only, But by expe- 
rience alſo; — for as reaſon points out the means of 
ſafety, ſo experience teaches the moſt proper uſe of 
| thoſe means, — With reſpe& to our preſent ſubject- 
experience clearly demonſtrates the danger, the fata- 
lity of the Small-pox, when received by natural in- 
fection; and as clearly evinces the efficacy and ſafety 
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of inoculation; how much it tends to ſubdue the ma- 
lignancy of the diſtemper, to ſecure our lives; and 
that the /ic&ze/5, ſo contracted, is not unto death. — 
This is the means, this the way for our eſcape rea- 
ſon directs us to it; experience proves the utility 
and ſafety, Men, by the light of PRO VID EN CE, PH 
preſume to ſay, have diſcovered Inoculation, and 
brought it to the greateſi Perfection; ſo great indeed, 
as to repel and ſubdue every dangerous ſymptom, 
and to have gained, (if I may ſo ſpeak) the moſt 
complete victory over this dreadful enemy to life : — 
ſo that we may exult, and exclaim in the language of 
ſcripture, we triumph over death. Dee 

Darn is thus baniſhed, and life ſecured: on 
one hand, the danger is great; on the other, the fear 


of death vaniſhes, and a joyful certainty of life pre- 


ſents itſelf. Not to make a proper uſe of this bleſ- 

- fig, is to ſin againſt knowledge, to rebel againſt light; 

3 to act againſt reaſon, and to diſregard experience, 
= the beſt of wiſdem. — But the conſcientious will ſay, 
that notabitſſtanding reaſon might ſuggeſt the means to 
preferve life, reaſon foculd be guided by revelation, and 
foeuld direct the choice of no means but what are agreeable 
to the laaus of rdigion and conſcience. That the Al- 
MIGHTY zs LORD of life and death, and of all .things 
to them pertaining ; as health, firength, weakneſs and 
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 fickneſs : that the government and diſpoſal of theſ 
belong entirely to him. Therefore to take the reins out 
of his hands muſt be wicked : — and moreover, Ho- 
culation is a fin, becauſe it ſhews a miſtruſt of the Al- 
| MIGHTY, as if he was unable to deliver us from deaths 
nis, I think, is the grand moral objection to 
Inoculation, from which all others are derived , and 
which, I hope, the moſt ſcrupulous and conſcientious 
will allow I have ſtated in its full force, — I ſhall, 
therefore, now examine into the truth and propriety 
of this objection, and ſee if it has ſtrength ſufficient 
to oppoſe and invalidate ' the arguments that are 
brought in defence of one of the greateſt diſcoveries 


that was ever made for the benefit of mankind : which 


will ſhew, I hope, at the ſame time, what I have un- 
dertaken to endeavour to prove, viz. that Inoculation 


is juſtifiable in the ſight of Go. £ 
Tus former part of the objection ſeems to imply 


that the act of Inoculation, or in other words, an 


attempt to preſerve life, (by ſlightly indiſpoſing our- 
ſelves, thereby to eſcape the dreadful effects of a very 
dangerous and fatal diſtemper) oppoſes the revealed 
will of Gon, and offends ſome one part of the Holy 
Scriptures. I ſay, it ſeems to imply this; — for in 


fact the objection exiſts only in imagination. I would, 


beg to be ihformed by theſe conſcientious religioniſt | 
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what part of Scripture intimates, that reaſon thus 


dictates a choice 'of means to preſerve life that are 


contrary to the revealed word of Gop, or true reli- 
gion. If this act of ſelf-preſervation was attended 


with fatal conſequences, the ſixth commandment, per- 


haps, may be wreſted to ſupport their frivolous objec- 
tions: — but as theſe ſeldom, or never happen, except 


through the ignorance of the Inoculator, or the im- 
prudence of the Patient, the ſin, if there is any, 
will ariſe not from the act itſelf, but from the pre- 
ſumption of the ignorant operator, ; or careleſſneſs 
of the Patient, in neglecting to conform (as *tis 
every one's duty in all ſtates and circumſtances to 
conform) to thoſe rules and means, which tend to 
preſerve life, — But as the ſcrupulous cannot pretend 
that this act, under any kind of ſimilitude, is for- 
bidden either directly or indirectly in Holy Writ, let 
them confeſs that their objections are founded on rea- 
ſons merely conſcientious, and we will then conſider 
how far this opinionative conſcience obliges them to 


oppoſe the practice of Inoculation. 


Cons ciEN EH can be under no obligation but to 
the laws of Gop and man. And ſince the law of 
Gop commanding or forbidding actions, is the only 
moral rule by which a man can judge what actions 
are duties, and what are fins ; it plainly follows, 


ON INOCULATION. _. 


that as a man cannot be Add in conſcience to do any 


action, which it doth not appear that Gop has com- 


manded and made a duty: ſo neither can it go againff 
a man's conſcience, to do any action which he is 
not convinced that Gop's law hath ſome way or 
other forbidden, and ſo made a fin. And therefore, 
in our preſent caſe, that man only can jaftly plead 
conſcience againſt Inoculation, that can truly ſay, I am 
perſuaded that this act is forbidden by ſome law 
of Gov. | | 


Now as neither this act of ſelf-preſervation, nor 


any mode of it, is forbidden directly or indirectly 


by the law of God ; nor (as we will allow for the 


preſent) ſo commanded, the act becomes an jindiffe- 
rent thing, And all indifferent things may be done 
or omitted, according to the will of man; becauſe, 
as St. Paul ſays, where no law is there is no tranſ< 
grefſion ; and again, fn is not imputed, aubere there is 
10 law. The ſame Apoſtle intimates, that where 
there is no law, the conſcience becomes a /aw unto it- 
ſelf ; the thoughts of men accu/ing, or elſe excu/ing 
them. — I would aſk here, What is this, but the voice 
of reaſon? Surely, the Apoſtle means, that where 
there is no law to direct us, reaſon. ſhould be our guide. 
And, in fact, without a law, conſcience and reaſon 


muſt be the ſame, and are of equal extent and figni- 
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12 A. SERMON 


fication. - Therefore as all duties derive their obliga- 
tion either from reaſon or revelation, and as I have 


ſufficiently evinced, I flatter myſelf, that reaſon points 


out ſelf-preſervation, and obliges us, as it were, to 


ſtudy a. way for our eſcape in all caſes of danger; 


it will neceſſary follow, that conſcience, | in regard 


to Inoculation, ſhould ſubmit to reaſon, which 
convinces us of the juſtneſs and greatneſs of that 
bleſſing, that ſaves thouſands of lives from an un- 
timely grave, and gives ſtrength and happineſs to 
ſociety. iq 115 

Ir may, however, be objected, that according to 
Sr. Paur's doctrine of a thing being unclean to him that 
beliewes it to be unclean ; that Inoculation would be a 
in in thoſe who believe it to be a fin, and cannot 
be convinced to the contrary. But this affects not, 
the argument in general: becauſe the queſtion is, 
whether Inoculation is abſolutely, and in itſelf, a 
fin, And Gop forbid that the mere opinions, and 
obſtinate prejudices of an ignorant few, ſhould make 
that-a fin, which is not itſelf ſo. Such weak peo- 
ple are more to be pitied than their unreaſonable 
ſcruples of conſcience are to be regarded. For tho? 
ST. Paug was willing to bear, as he expreſſes it, 
with the infirmities of the aweak Jews, and not to force 


them to retra their obſtinate error in believing that 


ſeveral meats were unclean to them to eat, things of 
ſo little importance in themſelves, yet ſo far was he 


conſcience were juſtly founded, that he tells them 


phatical manner: — I know, and am perſuaded by the 
Lord Tesus that there is nothing unclean of it/elf. 


indifferent, contrary to his own; and forbad the frong 
in faith to judge ſeverely and uncharitably of them; 
unwilling, perhaps, to oppoſe and offend their obſti- 
nacy at a time when they were juſt converted to Chriſ- 
tianity, he, doubtleſs concluded, in his private ſenti- 
ments, they were endowed with a very poor ſhare of 
underftanding; and therefore beſtowed pretty liberally 
on them, but in a mild and ſenſible manner, the 
term aveak; that ſtrong charaReriſtic of ignorance. 
Now, as the objections to that mode of ſelt- pre- 
ſervation, expreſſed by Inoculation, are, alile, merely 
conſcientious, (nay more ſo than the ſeruples of the 
converted ISS concerning the uncleanneſs of ſome 
particular meats; a miſapprehenſion of the Moſaic in- 
ſtitution favouring their opinions) founded on no one 


will of Gop, let me again exclaim, ſhall the wea#- 


ON INOCULATION, 13 


from giving them room to believe their ſcruples of 


his own opinion of the matter, in the following em- 


NorwWIrHSTAN DING Sr. Paul thus forbore to 


cenſure thoſe Jews who entertained opinions of hing 


part of ſcripture, no ways repugnant to the revealed 
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zee, the infirmities of an ignorant few be regarded? 
ſhall their ridiculous, znrea/onable, and groundleſs 


ſeruples of conſcience be judged ſufficient to fruſtrate 


the moſt happy diſcovery, the moſt noble endeavour ; 
or ſtop the progreſs of one of the greateſt bleſſings ever 


. vouchſafed to man? 


Ir is. ſcarce worth while to take *** here of an 
objection that was once made to the practice of Inocu- 
lation, founded, as aſſerted, on Scripture: but as 
ſome of my hearers may have heard the ſame, with- 
out prejudice, I dare ſay, in favour of it, I ſhall give 
the argument and anſwer. A conſcientious perſon, 


or at leaſt an affected one, obſerved, that Inoculation 


was condemned under the following piece of advice 
of ST. Pay to the PHILLIPPIANS ; Ge careful for 
wothing, but in every thing, by prayer and ſupplication, 
æt your requeſis be made known unto Gop. It was an- 
ſwered, That if ST. Paul had even ſaid 3 be nat 
eareful of your life; uſe no means to keep and preſerve 
it, no argument could be drawn from hence againſt 
Inoculation : that ſuch expreſſions muſt be under- 
ſtood in the fame ſenſe with thoſe of our Saviour, 
fake no thought for the worrow, avhaz ye ſhall eat, or 
evhat ye ſhall drink, or wherexwithal ye. ſhall be cloath- 
ede which commands, none, in their ſenſes, could 
ſuppoſe our bleſſed Saviour enjoined men literally 
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ON INOCULATION, 13 


to obey; but were meant to adviſe them to with» 
draw their affections from the world; that is, not to 
be ſo ſolicitous about the things of this life, as to 
make them forget the one thing needfal, the ſalvation 
of their ſouls : — that in this ſenſe ST. PA ul was to 
be underſtood; and therefore Inoculation, ſo far 
from indicating too great an affection or over-ſolici- 
touſneſs for the things of this world, or even life it- 
ſelf, may always be embraced, for what the ſcrupu- 
lous prove to the contrary, and what is reaſonable and 
charitable to ſuppoſe, in order to preſerve life to the 
glory of Gop, and good of mankind. 


EQuALL V weak and ridiculous are thoſe * 


arguments againſt Inoculation, which are built 
on the following paſſage of ST. Paul: — % 
him that flandeth take herd leaſt be fall. This ad- 
vice was given by the Apoſtle to perſuade the Co- 
RINTHIANS to adhere ſtedfaſtly to the chriſtian reli- 
gion; and to take eſpecial care they were not tempt- 
ed to idolatry. But allowing it can be wreſted to 
ſignify an obligation to avoid fickneſs, or in other 
words not to expoſe or leſſen our health, when we enjoy 
the greateſt ſhare of it ; yet this paſſage may be 
brought as much, if not more, in defence of Ino- 
culation, than againſt it. For, if the words muſt, 


I ſay, be wreſted to allude to this fubject, why may 
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16 A SERMON 
not the favourers of Inoculation thus paraphraſe 


them? We enjoy, at preſent, the moſt perfect health, 


but as the Small- pox, when received by natural in- 
fection, is generally attended with dreadful cireum- 
ſtances, and great danger to life, nay frequenthy, 


with the loſs of; ler us though aue think aue fand, tale 
| heed leſt aue fall by this fatal ſickneſs: the ſad effects of 


which, we cannot more prudently and ſecurely guard 
againſt, than by embracing Inoculation; which, ex- 


perience has demonſtrated by numberleſs inſtances, 


ſubdues the power of the diſorder, and baniſhes every 
ſymptom of danger. 

Havinc thus advanced, and, I flatter myſelf, in 
ſome meaſure proved, that the mode of SELF-pRE- 
SERVATION, implied by Inoculation, is neither di- 
realy nor indirectly forbidden by Revelation, I mall 
endeavour further to ſhew the abſurdity of the above 
general objection, and to evince that this action is 
commanded by the law of Gop. — For this pur- 
poſe we are to obſerve, that by the Ia =, Scripture, 
as it is the rule of conſcience, we are not only to 
underſtand the expreſs commands and prohibitions we 


meet with in the letter of the text, but all that by un- 


avoidable conſequence follow from thoſe commands 


or prohibitions. In a word, when we are deliberat- 


ing concerning the goodneſs or badneſs, the lawful- 
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neſs or unlawfulneſs of this or that action; we are 
not only to look upon the letter of the law, but t0 
attend farther to what that law may be ſuppoſed by 
a rational man to contain. And if we be convinced 
that the action about which we deliherate is command- 
ed or forbidden by direct inference, or by parity of 
reaſon, we ought to look upon it as a duty or a ſin, 
though i It be not expreſly commanded nor forbidden by 
the law, in the letter of it. And if neither by the 
letter of the law, nor by conſequence from it, nor 
by parity of reaſon, the action appears to be com- 
manded or forbidden, in that caſe we are to look cn 
it as an indifferent action; which we may do or omit 
as before obſerved with a ſafe conſcience : or to ex- 
preſs the thing properly; we may look upon 
it as an action in which our conſcience is not ſo much 
concerned as our prudence — Whatever, then, is com- 
manded by Gop, the oppoſite ſin is ever underſtood 
in that command to be forbidden; and, under what 
is forbidden, the contrary duty is commanded and 
implied. For example; thou ſhalt not fleal; the con- 
trary duty implied is, thou ſhalt live honeſt ; — fle 
the ſabbath day holy ; the contrary forbidden 1s, thou 
ſhalt not forget or prophane the ſabbath : thou © 
ſhalt not bear falſe witneſs againſt thy ied z the 


contrary command is, tkcu ſhalt ſpeak the truth of 
| | c 
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thy neighbour. To come to the point; thou ſhalt ts 
To murder no murder means, no kind of murder, 
either on thyſelf. or fellow-creature: what I infiſt 
upon, 'therefore, is, that according to the foregoing 
obſervations, by parity of reaſon, and by direct in- 
ference, the following duty is abſolutely implied under 
the fixth commandment ; --- thox falt ufe thy utmoſt * 
endeavours to preſerve thy life, and that of thy fellows 
ereatures. * ; 
To this method of reaſoning it might, perhaps, 
be objefed ; or agreeable to it, it may be ſaid, that 
if a perſon dies under Inoculation, the party, and all 
ho adviſed the action, are involved in the guilt of 
murder. But nothing would be more weak and 
"= | abſurd than ſuch an objection; becaufe the guilt of 


Wo an action ariſes from the intention: or, in other 
words, the intention, with which an action is done, 
conſtitutes the degree of guilt or innocence ; and 


by which it appears criminal or otherwiſe in 
the fight of the ALL WISE SEARCHER OF 
HEARTS. If the caſe was not ſo, a man who 
killed another by mere accident, would be equally 
guilty with him that murders from malice of heart: 
but this is too evident to dwell on. 


IT ſhould be aſked then, with what intent do we em- 


brace Inoculation ; — to ſave life or to deſtroy it 2 


intention is good therefore, and conſequently as the 
action is neither forbidden directly nor indirectly, it 


may with confidence be aſſerted that the practice of 
Inoculation can be juſliſed in the ſight of Gov and 


conſcience, Nay, it may be inſiſted that this act is 


not only juſtifiable but plafing to the ALmicnrTry : 


ON INOCULATION, 1g 
-=mok afluredly to lengthen and preſerve life. The 


for if ſelf-murder be forbidden, and a crime heinous.” 


in the eyes of our CX EATOR, we may certainly be 
allowed, on the contrary, to conclude it is agreeable 
to him to ſee his creatures ſtrive to preſerve their 
lives, and thoſe of their families. In a word, to thoſe, 
whoſe objections are built on obſtinate and unreaſon- 


able prejudices, and groundleſs ſcruples of conſcience, 


ſhould the ſame queſtion be put, which our bleſſed 


SAviouR propoſed to the Jews who condemned him 


for healing on the Sabbath-day ; is it lawful to do 


good, to ſave life or to deftroy it? 


Ir may not only be advanced, that the act of Ino- 


culation is tacitly commanded by the law of Gop, 
but that it is in itſelf an indiſpenſable moral 


— 


duty. — That every man is under an obligation to 


preſerve and employ the life given him by his Cx E- 


ATOR, to the beſt of purpoſes, cannot be denied. 


Neither is any man to live to himſelf: all are bound 
to the Lozxp of the univerſe faithfully to diſcharge 
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26 " A SERMON 

their duties in their ſeveral tations, to the honour and 
glory of their Cx EAT, and the good of their fellow- 
creatures. We are all inſtruments in Gov's hands, 
made to anſwer the particular ends of his Providence ; 
che parts allotted us at our birth, we are to perform 
with the utmoſt care through life ; and, whatever the 
race be, to run it with patience, and reſignation to 
the divine will. — On theſe conſiderations we are in- 
diſpenſably obliged. ſtudiouſly to maintain and pre- 
ſerve the «/ential means that are to effect the above 


purpoſes, in order to fulfil the decrees of our Al- 


MIGHTY CREATOR : and that means is LIFE. As 
no one, I think, can deny their obligation to be care- 
Ful of life, for the above ends ; and as all are early 
convinced of the fatality of the Small-pox, when re- 
ceived by natural infection, how dangerous, how de- 
ſtructive a contagion it is; the following queries may 
not, perhaps, be unintereſting, and unworthy at- 


tention. | : l 


Arp firſt, Do we act prudently and æviſeh by liv- 
ing in continual danger of being cut off by a moſt hor- 
rible diſtemper, when there are ſafe and certain means 


to avoid it ? 


Do we, by this groſs obſtinacy and neglect, ſet a 
proper value on the life that Gop has given us ? 
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Do we, by thus deſpiſing the means of ſafety, en- 
deavour to preſerve life, agreeable to our duty, to | 
anſwer the ends of the creation ? — 


Ir parents, do we act with tenderneſs, or juſtice” 
to our children, by this conduct? or with affection 


towards them, if we neglect to ſecure their lives? 


Ir patriots, miniſters, or any other uſeful mem- 
bers of the community, do we approve ourſelves good 
ſubjects and diſcharge our duties to the nation and to 
ſociety, if we riſk the loſs of our lives, and conſe- 
quently the loſs of our ſervices to our fellow-creatures, 
by neglecting to embrace Inoculation ? | 


So far from pleading conſcience againſt Inoculation, 
can we ſay we are ſtrictly ſatisfied in our conſciences that 
we act well-pleaſing unto Gop, by neglecting to 
uſe thoſe ſalutary means for the preſervation of life, 
which have been long practiced with his bleſſing ? 


Os can we peremptorily ſay, we are convinced 7» 
our conſciences we ſhould not be at all acceſſary to our 
death, (knowing the extreme ſafety of Inoculation) if 


we were cut off by the natural Small-pox ? 


Mar it not with the utmoſt reaſon, be preſumed, 
as the ALM1cnTy has for many years given ſo extra- 
ordinary a bleſſing to Inoculation, that che act is plea- | 
ſing in his ſight? and does not his approbation of the 
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= a& imply an obligation on us to perform and embrace 
u 180185 
In fine, can our preſent antagoniſts, who pretend to 
be ſo extremely tender and ſcrupulous in regard to 
conſcience, anſwer the above queſtions, without enter- 
taining the leaſt doubt that the practice of Inocula- 
tion is juſt and lawful ? 1 
SustLY the act is not ſo manifeſt a fin, as to diſpel 
every doubt to the contrary. If it was, there would 
be no diſpute; all would be ſatisfied concerning it. 
Let then the enemies to Inoculation acknowledge, as 
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we will charitably ſuppoſe is the caſe, that their ſcru- 


ih | | | ples of conſcience are no more than doubts concern- 
ing the lawfulneſs of the action; ariſing from a view 
of it in a wrong light, or owing to their not having 
0 ſtudiouſly and ſtrictly examined the ſubject, and pro- 
|, f priety of their objections. The queſtion then is, how 
i; are they beſt to act in their doubtful ſituation ? the 
ig anſwer 1s obvious, VIZ. in every doubtful caſe a man is to 
att as reafonably as he can. It was obſerved in a former. 
part of this diſcourſe, that what was neither com- 
manded or forbidden by the law of Gop, became an | 
indifferent thing, and left to the option of man to do 
or omit; no ſin being incurred in either reſpect. 
Allowing therefore Inoculation to be ranked under 
things indifferent, the propriety or impropriety of the 
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action (ſin being out of the caſe) ariſes from the 
fitneſs, expediency, or reaſonableneſs of it. If ſo, Inocu- 
lation is quickly reſtored (if I may uſe the expreſſion) 
from a matter of doubt; the fitneſs, expediency, and 
reaſonableneſs of it all confpiring to perſuade, to en- 
force, to 7u/2ify the practice. In ſhort, the act of In- 
oculation cannot be oppoſed from any ſeruples of con- 
ſeience, becauſe all ſuch ſcruples muſt be founded on 
the /aw Go; but as this cannot be pretended to 
in the preſent caſe, the act becomes a mere matter of 
doubt; to incline which, not religion, but reaſon is 
concerned: and if any can yet be in ſuſpence which 
way reaſon will incline them to reſolve their doubts, 
let them frequent the dwellings of the 7noculated, and 
of thoſe under natural infection, and they will have 
| proofs fraught with conviction. 

Maxx are the variations of the duty or obligation we 
are all under to preſerve life; and the modes in which 
it may be repreſented ; but I flatter myſelf, the preced- 
ing queſtions are ſufficient to ſhew that the pradice of 
Inoculation can be defended and juſtified by other argu- 
ments than thoſe of ſcripture. 

Ox of the above queries intimates that the Ar- 
MIGHTY vouchſafes a bleſſing on the practice of In- 
oculation; from which may be drawn a ſtrong, and 
I think, a concluſive argument in defence of it. Ti- 
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true, indeed, we read in ſcripture that wicked people 


and their practices were crowned with ſucceſs ; a bleſ- 


ſing given to a fin, to bring about a wiſe and good end. 
But this affects not in the leaſt our preſent ſubject. 
For in the firſt place we deny the action to be ſinful, 

becauſe it is not forbidden; and becauſe our motive 

or intention is certainly laudable and good; being an 
endeavour to preſerve life, (as ought to be ſuppoſed} 
to the glory. of Gop and for the benefit of ourſelves, 
families, and fellow-creatures. But allowing the action 
to be ſinful, I demand an anſwer from the conſcien- 


tious to the following queſtion : 

Ix Inoculation be a fin, what good end can reaſon 
preſume to ſuppoſe that Gop intends to bring about 
by giving a bleſſing and ſucceſs to it ? 

IT will be an unfair anſwer to ſay that Gep's ways 
are in the deep, and his paths paſt finding out ; becaufe 
in the particular caſes mentioned in ſcripture, whoſe 
ends were accompliſhed by bad men and bad 
actions, it was reaſonable to ſuppoſe, and ealy to 
foreſee that ſuch would be the ends and conſequences 
of the means ſo uſed. In ſhort, they were very par- 
ticular caſes to anſwer temporary or immediate pur- 


poſes. But Inoculation is a thing of general moment. 
The whole world is, or may be concerned in it. It 


is a practice now of ſome years ſtanding. It is 
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reaſonable therefore to ſuppoſe, if the AlL MuIioHTY 
was diſpleaſed with the action, he would have long 


ago ſhewn marks of his diſpleaſure. As the action 


is not forbidden, and cannot, conſequently, be proved 


ſinful, will any be fo hardy as to aſfert it is a fin; 


and that Gop has given thus long a bleſſing to it; 


ſuch great and extenſive ſucceſs to a wickedneſs ? - 
Let us much rather believe that Gop, ſecing the fa- 
tal diſtemper increaſing, and ſpreading itſelf over the 
earth, ſweeping away myriads of his creatures, inſtil- 
led light into man's mind for the diſcovery of Inocu- 
lation, and will ever crown it with ſucceſs. --- An- 
other obſervation may be made to ſhew, that the pre- 
ſent caſe is not ſimilar to thoſe in Scripture, and 


ought not to be judged parallel with them. It is 


this: --- the ends that were brought about by the 


above-mentioned means were local, confined to a par- 
ticular people ; but the bleſſing that Gop gives to 
Inoculation is extended to every tribe, to every na- 
tion, where practiſed. | 

I come now to take ſome little notice of the latter 
part of the foregoing general objection; for I hope 
I have in ſome meaſure proved that reaſon does not, in 


this particular, direct a choice of means contrary to 
the law of Goyp; and that the act of Inoculation, 


ſo far as revelation is concerned, cannot be dif- 
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pleaſing to the ALmicurty. The remaining rea- 
ſons for retaining ſcruples of conſcience againſt Ino- 
culation, are much eaſier anſwered, and are as follow: 

True ALMIGHTY I LORD of life and death, and 
F all things to them pertaining, as health, frengtb, 
| aveakneſ; and fickneſs. That to take the reins of theſe 


out of his hands muſt be wicked; and that moreover Ino- 


culation is a fin, becauſe it ſhews a miſtruſt of the Al. 
MIGHTY, as if be was unable to deliver us from 


death. 
Tn arguments (if they deſerve the name) that 


can be brought from hence, are of that kind which 
prove too much. As to the particular of taking the 


reins out of God's hands, I cannot better expoſe the 


abſurdity of it, than by the following compariſon. --- 


Man for his diſobedience, was driven out of Paradiſe, 


to till and cultivate the ground from whence he was 
taken, Many of the ſons of Apam have their ha- 
bitations near thoſe bounds, beyond which the Lomb 
of the univerſe ſays, the ſca ſhall not paſs, Man, by 
labour and experience finds, that the drops of the 
ocean, properly applied, enrich the land which he 
is commanded to cultivate ; and accordingly unbars 
the bound of the ſea that the waters may cover the 


face of the ground, --- Will any one ſay, that man 


takes the reins out of Gop's hand, becauſe he makes 
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the ſea paſs thoſe bounds which Gop fays i foal? 
not paſs The abſurdity is too manifeſt to dwell on; 
for the. will of Gop is not to obſtruct the good of 
mankind. 

Mok ridiculous, if poſſible, is the other obſer- 
vation, that Inoculation implies a miſtruſt of the Al- 
MIGHTY ; as if he was unable to deliver us from 
death. --- If this was the caſe, it would be a fin to 


apply to a phyſician or ſurgeon, or to take medicine 


to relieve us from pain or ſickneſs, be the remedy 
at hand, and neceſſity ever ſo great and urgent. The 
truth 1s, there is one regular and eftabliſhed rule 
of government, or PROVIDE NE over us. We are 
ſubject to manifold diſeaſes, that threaten our diſſo- 
lution ; but there are remedies to relieve us. Tis 
our duty to make uſe of them : without an endea- 
vour on our part we cannot expect the grace or bleſ- 
ſing of Gow in any thing. --- The ALmicauTy works 
no miracles to ſave our lives. --- We may aſſure 
ourſelves, therefore, it is our duty to partake of, and 
madneſs to refuſe thoſe bleſſings which man, under 
PrRovipexce, has obtained for us, by indefatiga- 
ble labour and ſtudy. That it behoves us, by every 
honeſt means to ſecure our lives here, as well as our 
ſalvation hereafter, In a word, we may embrace 


Inoculation with a' ſafe conſcience for the following 
U 


2 
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indiſputable reaſons. The ad is not forbidden by the 
law of God; the intention in us is good and laudable ; 
and the means, if not abuſcd, are inoffenſive to our fel- 
low-creatures. 

THERE remains a ſcruple of conſcience ſtill to be 
anſwered, in regard to the extent of Inoculation. 
For many approve of and embrace the act themſelves, 
who cannot be perſuaded to extend it to their infants, 


thinking it ſinful to inoculate them without their 


.conſent, before they come to years of diſcretion, to 


chuſe for themſelves. But this ſcruple of conſcience 
is equally weak and abſurd with the foregoing : nay 
more ſo ; --- for if we have ſatisfied ourſelves that the 
action is right and good in itſelf, it is inconſiſtent in 
the nature of things to ſuppoſe that any ſin can ariſe 
from the difference of age or ſubje& on whom Ino- 
culation is practiſed. But in fact, it is no matter of 
religious conſideration, but an affair in which our 
prudence is ſolely concerned, and of which rea- 
ſon and experience ſhew the fitneſs and expe- 
diency. --- But, ſay the conſcientious, F our chil- 
dren die from Tnoculation, ave ſhould never be eaſy in mind, 
nor forgive ourſelves. In the firſt place we anſwer, 
there is ſcarce a poſſibility of death attending the 


action; ſo ſafe is the practice, and fo great is the 


perfection to which it is now brought. But allowing 
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that ſome infants may die, no ſin 15 incurred, becauſe 
the act is not forbidden, and our intention, agreeable 
to our former argument and the language of Scrip- 
ture, 7s to do good, to ſave life, wot zo aefiroy it. But 
the beſt reply to make to all ſcrupulous parents is 
to aſk them the following queſtion: 

Ir you neglect to have your children inoculated, 
and they are fected, as they grow up, with the 
natural Small-pox and die, have you not real caufe to 
to be uneaſy, and to accuſe yourſelves of careleſſneſs 
and want of natural affection, as the means to have 
ſaved their lives, at leaſt from this kind of death, 


were ſo manifeſtly efficacious, and ſo 1ndiſputably 
ſafe ? --- The chance that children are naturally in- 


fected with this diſtemper, before they come to years 
of diſcretion, amounts to a great probability; and 
that they may die under it, there is too much reaſon 
to fear ; --- but that Inoculation will ſecure them from 
all danger, is not to be doubted, much leſs queſ- 
tioned. 

I now flatter myſelf that what has been advanced, 
is ſufficient to remove the ſcruples of the conſcien- 
tious concerning the act of Inoculation. I ſhall there- 
fore haſten to conclude, by ſhewing what great benefits 
reſult to ourfelves and ſociety from the practice of it. 


THEsE, indeed, are various and numerous, which 
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muſt naturally occur to every one who conſiders the 
ſabje& with attention. Whether we view Inocula- 
tion in a public or private light, great are its bene- 
fits. In families how is their happineſs eſtabliſhed 
by this ſecurity of lives! To let this reflection have 
its due weight, we need only conſider into what di- 
ſtreſſes many are plunged, by the ſudden loſs of pa- 
rents, relations or friends, cut off by the malig- 
nancy of the natural Small-pox ! And what ſorrow, 
what grief of heart do parents frequently feel, by 
having their children, perhaps an only child, thus 
untimely caught away! --- And moreover, what ſhock- 
ing objects thouſands are in appearance, to the 
creat unhappineſs of their friends, who might have 
preſerved the fair image of Gon, and eſcaped the 
ſeverity and ravages of the dreadfol ill ! -- But how, 
J ſay, is domeſtic happineſs, peace, and joy fecured and 
continued by Inoculation! With what ecſtacy does 
the affectionate wife receive her - huſband after he 
has thus ſurmounted a fickneſs, which ſhe feared was 
unto death! With what tranſports does the tender 
huſband meet his endearing partner, when ſhe has 
thus lightly, and with, perhaps, additional beauty, 
ſecured her life ! --- And with what inexpreſſible joy 
and pleaſure do parents behold their children, their 


anxious hopes and fears, thus preſerved from a fatal 
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diſtemper, and likely zo call, for many years, their 


lands after their own name. 

Ir we conſider this ſubject minutely, what benefits 
do we find ariſe from Inoculation, in regard to the 
affairs of life! -- Thouſands there are who negle& 
many weighty concerns, and let {lip lucky opportu- 
nities, for fear of being infected while from home, or 
at thoſe places where their buſineſs and intereſt call 
them. Not to mention their continual dreadful ap- 
prehenſions, which alone are ſufficient to render their 
lives miſerable ! | | 

NexT, what ineſtimable advantages do the public 
reap from Inoculation ! Tis moſt certainly a happy 
diſcovery, a bleſſing of the moſt weighty concern to 
this kingdom; whole ſtrength, happineſs, and ſecu- 
rity conſiſt principally in the number of its inhabi- 
tants, --- The promoting the Practice of Inoculation 
is, therefore, conſiſtent with our beſt policy, and ſhould 
be encouraged, as much as poſſible, by the govern- 
ment: and more eſpecially at this time, when the 
nation is ſo thin of men, that it is well known, and 
ſeverely feit, thouſands are wanted among the lower 
claſs, to perform the common works of huſbandry 
and labour. But how would this ſcarcity of people 
be felt, if we were to be engaged ſoon again in an- 


other war! In ſhort, every kingdom is the more 
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powerful the more it increaſes in population. If then 


every child's life is of great value to community, of 


how much more conſquence are the lives of luſty 


youths and robuſt men! All, all are ſaved by Inocu- 
lation; but thouſands, thro? negle& of it, are every 
yearcut off in the prime of youth and manhood. Let 


any man ſeriouſly reflect what an immenſe loſs, in 


many reſpects, this muit naturally be to the nation. 


To treat this ſabje& polztically is not the buſineſs of 
the pulpit, otherwiſe many are the reaſons that oecur 


to perſuade, to enforce the Practice of Inoculation, 


from the neceſlity of the times, the nature of the 
diſorder, and conſtitutions of the people. Many 
are the arguments and perſuaſions to this end. All 
therefore, eſpecially thoſe in ſuperior ſtations, ſhould 


encourage and recommend ſo beneficial, ſo happy 


a means of ſelf- preſervation; and endeavour by every 
argument to remove the ſcruples of the avea#, that 
the bleſſing may exrend to every part of the kingdom, 
and to every individual. 

To conclude. That there ſhould be people who 
oppoſe the practice and progreſs of Inoculation, I 


mean from mere prejudice, for we have done with 


the ſcrupulous and conſcientious, 1s hard to reconcile. 


The danger on one hand is manifeſtly great, the ex- 
treme ſafety on the other is experimentally proved, 
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and univerſally known. Thouſands are cut off by the 
one, and tens of thouſands ſaved by the other. There, 
death triumphantly walks the ſtreets, ſeeking whom 
he may devour ; here, he is baniſhed from our habi- 
tations, and deprived of all power to approach and 

hurt us. There, we continually hear the ſolemn 
knel!; here, the loud peals of joy and health, --- 
Let us not then be ſo mad as to oppoſe REASON ; fo 
fooliſh as to diſregard EXPERIENCE; and ſo obſti- 
nate as to ſtand out againt CONVICTION. Ina 
word, let us not meanly and cowardly ſubmjt to 
death when we have diſarmed him of his ſting, and 
obtained hie victory over the grave, --- But let us, 
while we admire the ſucceſsful practice of man, ulti- 
mately attribute this great bleſſing to the goodneſs 
of that Being, whoſe mercy is over all his works, 
and ever practice it in its utmoſt extent, to his glory 


ard the good of mankind. 


Now to Gon, &c, 


= ts 


 PraveRs uſed at Mr. SUTTON's. 


ArPrAYER for the Recovery of Patients under Inoculation. 
[To be uſed after O God the Creator, &c.] 


O0 ALMIGHTY GOD, in whom we live, move, and have our 
being, and to whom alone belong the iſſues of life and death, 
our only help in time of need, moſt humbly we beſeech thee to 
grant, that all thoſe of this preſent houſehold, who now labour 
under an indiſpoſition of body, may ſafely and ſpecdily recover 
from their infirmity. And moſt earneſtly we implore thy greateſt 
| blefling on this and every endeavour of men, to preſerve the lives 
of their fellow- creatures, that our days may be prolonged upon 
earth, to thy honour and glory, through Jzsus CanisT our 
Loxp, Amen, | 


APRAYER for the Recovery of Patients from Inoculation. 
[Te be uſed after the General Thankſgiving} | 


Oo ALMIGHTY and moſt merciful Father, by whoſe gra- 
cious providence our lives are prolonged, and we are preſerved 
from the manifold dangers that beſet us, we return thee our un- 
feigned ſacrifice of praiſe and thankſgiving for bleſſing thoſe _ 
means to us, which therefore we preſume to ule, and in confidence 
of thy divine pleaſure, continue to purſue, for ſubduing the power 
of that fickneſs which hath been ſo often unto death. And 
vouchſafe, we beſeech thee, particularly to accept the grateful 
thanks of all thoſe in this preſent congregation, to whom thou 
haſt lately reſtored the voice of joy and health, For this thy 
preſervation and providence over us, we laud and magnify thy 
glorious name, and aſcribe all honour and power to Thee, the 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt, now and for ever. Amen. 
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| Tux progreſs of Inoculation, like that 
of many other arts, has been in general ex- 
tremely flow; owing to the ignorance and 
barbariſm of the people by whom it was 
diſcovered, and to the ſluggiſh genius and 
prejudice of the countries, where it has a 
been introduced and attempted to be cul- 
tivated. Nay the French, who eſteem them- 
ſelves the moſt enlightened, and ſenſible na- 
tion under heaven, willing to give an evi- 
dent proof of their ſagacity and wiſdom, have 
forbid, in general, by order of parliament, 
the Practice of Inoculation. But we 
poor ignorant Jobn Trots, who muſt not 
pretend to diſpute their ſuperior ſenſe, have 
given a kind reception to the baniſhed art, | 
are grateful for the bleſſing, and ſhall um- 
bly endeavour, by means of it, to preſerve 
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the lives of many Engliſh hearts of oak, 
13 who may, one time or other, drub the Mon- 
fetrs for their folly. But to be ſerious. 
NoTw1THSTANDING the art of Inocu- 
lation, ſince it was firſt diſcovered, has been 
in general ſlow in its progreſs, and very 
gradually, and in many reſpects very inju- 
diciouſly practiſed, it has rapidly advanced, 
within theſe laſt ten years, towards the point 
and ſummit of perfection; and, like MiI- 
rox's divine poem, has broke from the 
ſhackels of ignorance and prejudice, and is 


eſteemed by every rational man, an art, a 
| bleſſing of the moſt ineſtimable value 
nn The merit of this perfection, readily at- 
tribute, without the leaſt apprehenſion of 
being contradicted, to the ſkill, the inde- 
fatigable labours and experiments of the 


Sutton family, who now practice Inocu- 


i 25 lation with unparalleled and aſtoniſhing ſuc- 


| ceſs, in different parts of the kingdom. Par- 
ww ticularly is the public indebted to Mr. Da- 


foregoing Diſcourſe is addrefled ; — whoſe 
ſingular method of Inoculation, and the 
many great improvements, and lights he 
has made and thrown on the Practice, have 
excited the attention, ſurprize and admira- 


tion of the whole kingdom, eſpecially of 


ſome opinion of the ſkill of this Gentleman, 


of the ſafety of his practice, and power of 
his medicines, I preſent them with the fol- 


lowing particulars; knowing them to be 
facts, as I have long been converſant with 
his method, frequented his houſes, and an 
eye-witneſs to all I aſſert, | 
Axp firſt, the ſlightneſs of his operation 
in communicating the infection, may well 
demand our admiration. It is eaſier than 
we can poſſibly conceive. With reſpect to 
pain, it is not equal to the thouſandth part 
which the prick of a pin gives. The ope- 
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niel Sutton, the Gentleman to whom the 
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feeling or knowing it: and in a minute af- 
terwards, the puncture is ſcarce viſible. I 
mention this, becauſe many are apt to dread 
the operation ; being apprehenſive that a 
large inciſion 1s to bemade.—The whole that 
follows, is perfectly in character with the 
operation. The patients in general have 
little or no ſickneſs: their indiſpoſition is ſo 
trifling that they are aſhamed to complain; 
and in a few days they are perfectly well. 
Here is no confinement, no keeping of bed. 
All is mirth, and all ſeem happy. In fact, 
this fortnight- viſit to Mr, Sutton's, abounds 
with real pleaſure and ſatisfaction. The 
pleaſing converſation of the company, added 
to their various amuſements, makes the 


time .glide away imperceptibly, ———If 
Mr. Sutton perceives a ſymptom in patients 
of a great fever, or a probability of their 
having more puſtules than they would chuſe, 
he quickly prevents both by virtue of his 


medicines. In ſhort, if any patient in the 
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houſe has twenty or thirty puſtules, he is ſaid - 
to have the Small-pox very heavy. 'Tis 
impoſſible to make the reader conceive, with 
what eaſe, with what trifling ſickneſs and ex- 
treme ſafety this Gentleman, his family, and 
aſſiſtants, conduct patients through Inocu- 
lation, If there were not thouſands that 
can atteſt it, I ſhould be backward to ritk 
being believed by the public, though I have 
the ſtrongeſt demonſtration of it myſelf. 

I nave heard it ſaid by ſeveral eminent 
phyſicians, that if any medicine can be diſ- 
covered to prevent a too great burthen of 
puſtules, that ſuch medicine would be in- 
eſtimable. There is no doubt but this ſe- 
cret hes in the breaſt of the Sur rox family. | 
'Tis ſeldom they have occaſion much to uſe 
it; but its efficacy and power have been 
often tried and proved; and that very lately 
on a lady's child who is almoſt my next 
door neighbour. The child was ſeized with 
the. natural Small-pox unknown to the pa- 


F 


* 


„„ 


rent. As ſoon as it was diſcovered by 


the puſtules making a plentiful appearance, 
the child was conveyed to one of Mr. Sur- 
rox's houſes. The next morning the face 
and body being extremely full, Mr. Su r- 
rox marked with a pen a great number of 


puſtuies, and adminiſtered the medicine I 


allude to: ſome hours afterwards, hundreds 
of the puſtules diſappeared; and among 
them ſeveral of thoſe marked, leaving the 
little dot on the plain ſurface of the ſkin. 
The child did extremely well. For the ſa- 
tisfaction of the curious, I take the liberty 
to mention that the child was ſon to Mr. 
BarNaRrD, of WiTHam in Ess Ex, who died 
of the natural confluent Small-pox, and 
from whom the child is ſuppoſed to have 
caught the infection. Mrs. BARN ARD, the 
mother, attended her child all the time he 
was at Mr, Sutton's.— However ſurprizing 
this may ſeem, it is an experiment that has 
been often tried and proved. And any who 
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appeal to Mr. Sutton may have many in- 
ſtances given where this medicine has been 
equally powerful and efficacious, It is alſo 


worthy of notice to obſerve, that two days. 


before Mr. BaRNARD's death, Mr. SuTTON 
took ſome matter from him to inoculate a 


gentleman's family near Ipſwich ; the gen- 
tleman deſiring that his children might be 


inoculated with natural matter. Notwith- 
ſtanding it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe that this 
matter was of the moſt virulent kind, Mr. 
SUTTON, by his medicine, prevent: d any ill 
effects ariſing from it; and the children had 
but ſix or eight puſtules, and thoſe of che 
fineſt and moſt diſtin& fort. —W hat a hap- 
pineſs, what a great ſatisfaction muſt it be 
then, to a patient to reflect, that if he 
ſhouid be in any danger of having a bur- 
then of. puſtules, there is a means to pre- 
vent it! By his ſingular method of Inocu- 
lation not one in a thouſand have more puſ- 
tules than they wiſh z but I muſt repeat that 
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it is an unſpeakable ſatisfaction to conſider 
he has a powerful medicine to diſpel every 
ſymptom of danger. —— There are many 
other ſurpriſing and ſingular circumſtances 


in Mr. Sutton's practice which I cannot 
mention conſiſtently with friendſhip, and 
my promiſe of ſecreſy. — I ſhall conclude 
therefore theſe obſervations, by giving the 
number of patients he has inoculated in 
theſe laſt three years; which account I have 
taken from his books, and is as follows 3 
In the year 1764——1629 
11765— 4347 
1766——7816 


» " 2 —— b 
r INIT; 8 


8 ä 


13792 


8 


1 111 


In the laſt two years Mr. Sutton inocu- 


”" lated ſeveral large parties at a time; par- 
ticularly, four hundred and ſeventeen peo- 
ple on one day at Maldon in Eſſex. Be- 


fides ſeveral hundreds in and near Maidſtone 
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in Kent; and many of the firſt families in 


the county. — To the above number ſhould 


be added fix thouſand that have been ino- 
culated by Mr. Sutton's aſſiſt ants, as he 
taught them his method, and as they uſe 
none but his medicines. So that he may 
be ſaid to have inoculated within theſe 
three years, twenty thouſand perſons. 

take no notice here of the numbers inocu- 


lated by him, during the ſeveral years he 


was in practice with his father, becauſe he 
kept no regular account of them. 

Or the above multitude he denies that 

a ſingle patient has died fairly from INO- 

CULATION, (by him or his aſſiſtants) or 

from its effects. The death of two or three 
reported to have died was owing, one to his 


* own imprudence in being drunk ſeveral. 


times during the eruption; the other two to 
complicated diſorders, which would have 
killed them had they not been inoculated : 
for as to the Small-pox, they had but very 


' 
f 
| 
| 
: 
| 
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few puſtules, and had taken their leave of 
Mr. Sutton. But here it ought to be 
remarked, .that had he abſolutely loſt fifty 
out of the above number, no argument 


could be drawn from thence to depreciate his 
method and medicines. - Let any unpreju- 
diced and reaſonable man reflect what an im- 
menſe number five thouſand only is to ino- 
culate; of what various conſtitutions they 
muſt naturally be; and what latent weak- 
neſſes and infirmities many muſt have a- 
mong them. Let us conſider what great 
odds it is, ſuppoſing we chuſe ſome thou- 
ſands of the moſt healthy people we know, 
that ſeveral of them die within a fort- 
night; the time that patients in general are 
under Mr. Sutton's care. — But was it 
not a miracle - almoſt, with reſpect to the 
town of Maldon in Eſſex, where Mr. Sut- 
ton inoculated above four hundred one 
morning, that not one patient ſhould die, 


confidering they were of all ages and 
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conſtitutions; every perſon in the town 
being inoculated that had not had the 


Small-pox ! Several other large parties in 


Kent, and in various parts of the kingdom 
have been inoculated in the ſame man- 
ner, and with the ſame ſucceſs. 

In a word, any man that will undertake 
to enquire into Mr. SuTToN's ſucceſs, may 
have the moſt convincing proofs from many 
of the firſt tamilies in the kingdom, as well 
as from thouſand others, that his method 
of Inoculation is molt eaſy and ſafe, and 
that his medicines are moſt efficacious and 
powerful. — Many inſtances could be men- 


tioned of his ſkill in the natural Small- 


pox. That of a young lady at Maip- 
STONE, whom he ſaved laſt autumn, after 
ſhe was given over by her phyſician, is 
well known, and is alone ſufficient to eſta- 
bliſh his character for ever. 


SUCH a long unſullied ſucceſs, has 
greatly excited the attention of the king- 
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dom, particularly of the faculty; ſome 


of whom have made diligent enquiries into 


the truth of it, and endeavoured by many 
artful, if not mean methods, to diſcover 


the SECRETS of the SUTTONIAN 


PRACTICE. Others have wrote pam- 
phlets containing common and trifling in- 
formations that they have received from 
ſome of Mr. SuTToN's patients; diſplaying 
his method of preparation, which they 
might have copied from any of his print- 
ed bills of direftions.—Theſe learned and 
ſatisfafory pamphlets contain alſo ſhrewd 
and probable conjectures of the ingredients that 


compoſe his medicines, But I think it 


is probable that few readers will be weak 
enough to ſwallow a comjefrre that may 
turn out a diſagreeable certainty ; or at leaſt 


make uſe of it, when they know where to 


apply for the real ſecret. 
Two pamphlets have lately . on 
this ſubject, written by two em inent Phy- 
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ſicians; one by Dr. BAKER, F. R. S. and 
Phyſician to her Majeſty's houſhold ; the 
other, being. a Letter in anſwer to Dr. 
BAKER, by Dr. GLass of Exeter. The 
ſubſtance of theſe pieces relates to the prac- 
tice of a certain perſon and his ſons, as theſe 
authors ſtile the Sutton family. But I am 
at a loſs to gueſs why they forbore to men- 
tion the name of Sutton. Surely, if their 


practice is worthy the notice of theſe emi- 


nent phyſicians, this little honour might 
have been paid. But perhaps Dr. BAKER 
and Dr. GL ass thought, that by mention- 
ing the name of the operators, whoſe prac- 
tice they deigned to write on, they might 
influence the public too much in their fa- 


vour. —I wiſh I had as great an opinion of 
Dr. BAK ER's ingenuouſneſs as I have of 
his ingenuity, But I hardly think it fair, 
that he ſhould employ means to obtain in- 
formations from the patients of a gentle- | 9 


man, relative to his practice, which is his 
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. livelihood, and then diſcover them to the 
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world. But he has gone farther; for ſince his 
late publication, he has applied to the wor- 
thy and ſenſible clergyman, he ſpeaks of in 
his pamphlet, and who favoured him with 
much of his information, to endeavour to 
get from Mr. Robert Sutton, (one of the ſons, 
who like the reſt of the family practices with 
the greateſt ſucceſs) anſwers to the follow- 
ing queries. | 

WrzTHeR the pill or powder after Ino- 
culation be the ſame with the preparatory 
powder ? 

Do you ever truſt to ſweating medi- 


cines in the eruptive fever? 


Dos the pill or powder ever vomit ? 

Is the punch a ſudorific or a cooler? 

Do you inoculate with any moiſture taken 
from the arm within four days after the 


operation? 


Taz were more queries; but, my dear 
Dr. Bax ER, how could you imagine that 
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Mr. Sutton would anſwer ſuch home queſ- 
tions? Can you think that he would do juſ- 


tice to himſelf and family by thus diſcovering 
ſeveral eſſentials of his practice, eſpecially 
too to a gentleman, who juſt before publiſh- 
ed to the world all the information he could 
get relative to his method? Indeed, my 
good doctor, the Sutton family have as much 
ſenſibility in the touch of omnium gatherum 
as yourſelf, — In ſhort, Dr. BAR ER has diſ- 
covered to the public what was never made 


a ſecret of, viz. that part of Mr. Sutton's 
practice conſiſts in adhering to a cool re- 


gimen. : 

- A FEw weeks ſince Dr. GLass, an emi- 
nent phyſician at Exeter, publiſhed a letter 
to Dr. BAKER, by way of anſwer to his 
pamphlet ; queſtioning the general propriety 
of the cool regimen, notwithſtanding the 
Sutton family have practiced it with ſucceſs, 
in above forty thouſand inſtances. — The 


reader will pleaſe to obſerve, that Dr. GLass 
| G 3 


renne 
tells us, © he has followed his own princi- 
ples and notions, and that theſe have led 
him to concluſions, which, in ſome inſtances, 
oppoſe the opinion of Dr. BAKER.“ No 
doubt of it. I never knew a man that 
would tamely give up his notions and prin- 
ciples, if there was the leaſt room for con- 
tradiction ; and the faculty are the laſt gen- 
tlemen in the world that regard each other's 
opinion or preſcription. — Dr. GLass there- 
fore, who has certainly ſome little venera- 
tion for old nurſes, has advanced in his let- 
ter, by way of contradiction, that there are 
ſome caſes in which the coo! regimen would 
be dangerous; and when nurſing and com- 
fortable cordials are abſolutely neceſſary. 
By the bye, Dr. BAKER had ſaid nothing to 
the contrary ; but argued in general that ex- 

perience enforced the uſe of the cool regi- | 
men. Dr. GL ass, however, had an itch for 
writing, and he knew a pamphlet muſt be 
about ſomething; and therefore raiſed an 
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objection of his own, learnedly diſputed the 
point, and anſwered it moſt fully, viz. by 
his own method of practice. Dr. GLass has 


made, in his letter, a very clear, and a 
very abftruſe diſcovery. The former is, 
« that acids ſtain pewter pots black,” — the 
latter, or very abſtruſe diſcovery is, „I is 
a contradiftion, that a determined effect ſhould 
exiſt in virtue of a cauſe, which doth not con- 
tain the entire and complete reaſon of its ex- (bl 
iſtence.” 1 
Berore I take my leave of theſe Gen- | 5 | 
tlemen, I muſt be ſo free as to inform them 


that their late publications contain little, 
very little indeed of the Suttonian Practice 


of Inoculation. — For their treatment of 1 
their patients, particularly in reſpect to giv- 4 | 
i. 
ing the medicines, depends entirely on their | 
| 


conſtitutions, and the nature of the caſe. 


As theſe muſt be various, and in many re- 
ſpects extremely different, it certainly re- 
| 


quires much ſkill and experience to know 
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and manage them. Nothing, therefore, of 
great conſequence, can be aſcertained from 
the informations even of many patients, 
as they can give no reaſon why they were 
treated in this or that manner. Beſides it 
will be paying Mr. Sutton a very ill compli- 
ment to ſuppoſe, that he has but one ge- 
neral method ; and that he adminiſters his 
The 
time will come, perhaps, when the Sutton 


medicines indiſcriminately to all. 


family will generouſly diſclofe to the world 
their juſtly fingular, noble, and ineſtimable 
Practice of Inoculation. But before this, 
little is to be expected from any attempts 
that may be made to diſcover it or their 
medicines, and lefs to be depended on from 
wild and ſuperficial conjecture. 

Write the candid and unprejudiced 
were ſtruck with ſilent admiration at the 
uncommon and rapid ſucceſs of this fa- 
mily, there have not been wanting men 
from time to time, who, being inſtigated 
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by envy, malice, and all the viler paſſions, 
have racked their brains for means, how- 
ever baſe and unjuſtifiable, to obſtruct, to 
ridicule, to depreciate and villify the Sut- 
tonian Practice. As this oppoſition has 
been chiefly levelled at Mr. Danze? Sutton, 
the Gentleman who is the principal ſubject 
of this publication, I ſhall confine the re- 
mainder of the Appendix to him. At 
the latter end of the year 1763, Mr. Sutton 
came into Eſſex, and ſettled in his preſent 
habitation, near the town of Ingateſtone, 
under the great diſadvantage of being un- 
known to any in the neighbourhood. Suc- 
ceſs and merit had ſcarce owned him for 
their child, when the ſluices of envy, ca- 
lumny and unprovoked malice were opened 


againſt him. Notwithſtanding he had long 


practiſed Inoculation under his father, he 
was repreſented as the loweſt of mankind ; 
one that had juſt jumped into the profeſſion, 
without ſenſe, art, or a ſingle degree of 
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merit. How much he deſerved this cha- 


racter, time has evinced; and J hope long 
ſhewn his firſt enemies the true complexion, 
the real lackncſs of their hearts. The limits 
of this work will not admit of my mention- 
ing a thouſandth part of the ſcandalous 
means that have been uſed to obſtruct him 
in the courſe of his practice. I ſhall there- 
fore only remark two oppoſitions, they be- 
ing the befe contrived and the moſt likely to 


have hurt him; the jufne/s of which 


the reader muſt determine, 

ABouT the beginning of laſt ſummer 
the Small-pox broke out in a moſt violent 
manner at Chelmsford in Eſſex, ſweeping 


off every week many of the inhabitants. 


This was a fine opportunity for Mr. S4ton s 


enemies (many of whom live in that quar- 
ter) to ſurmiſe, invent and propagate what 
calumnies they pleaſed ; eſpecially as he 


| ſometimes came on market-days to treat 


with people, who were inclined to be 1no- 


\ 


— 
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culated. If any perſon chanced to accom- 
pany him in his carriage, it was always in- 
duſtriouſly reported, that ſuch perſon was a 
patient brought to inoculate from. Others 
could ſee ſmall pocks out in full bloom (as 
they expreſſed it) notwithſtanding the com- 
panion was frequently an acquaintance ; — 
and as it is diametrically contrary to Mr. Sul. 
ton's practice to inoculate from ſuch kind of 
patients. But we ſhall prove preſently, by 
the greateſt evidence, that ſuch were no 
more nor leſs than groſs lies. Mr. Sutton, 
however, was declared to be the man that 
infected Chelmsford with the Small-pox;, 
notwithſtanding every Apothecary in the town 
was an Inoculator, and had long practiſed 
round the neighbourhood : nay ſome of 
them had abſolutely inoculated perſons of 
the town at their own houſes, and this be- 
fore the Small-pox raged with any violence“. 
Mr. Sutton too muſt be the man, not- 


1 


* The author does not mean to inſinuate, that the Gentle- 
men Apothecaries of Chelmsford acted wrong, Tis madneſs 
that the whole town is not inoculated ; as from its tuation, it 


will be always ſubje@ to the Small-pox. 


— * ” 
* bo _ 


2 . 
R 1 - - 4 — 
rr — - 

* 222 ͤ—— — — — — — 
. — 
F Fe 
„ C9 * — 
—— — 0 's 


Ee CL LO 
— — ee —— 


: 
= EE . — 
par "og. : -— — — 2 2 2 


55 APPENDIX 


withſtanding Chelmsford lies in the great 
road from London to Colcheſter, Ipſwich, 
Norwich, Harwich, &c. where many ſtage- 


coaches ſtop, and which it is reaſonable to 
ſuppoſe, frequently bring paſſengers juſt 
come from infected houſes, and many doubt- 


leſs that are juſt recovered from the Small- 


pox, with their infectious bundles of linen, &c. 


———Scandalous accuſation ! baſe partiality! 
In ſhort, the unjuſt inſinuation was induſtri- 
ouſly and artfully kept up, and influenced 


a general belief. On this, a ſet of men, 


whoſe juſtice, honour and integrity I want 
words to expreſs, waited on a diſtinguiſhed 
perſonage to head their benevolent deſign. 
This Gentleman who has, in fact, an heart 
ever ready to do good, a heart that 1s natu- 
rally an enemy to oppreſſion, was borne 
down with repeated aſſeverations, and forced 
as it were by the cries of the people, to ap- 
pear in a proſecution, which, had not ca- 
lumny and prejudice ſtrongly barricaded the 


voice of truth from his ears, he would never 
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have countenanced. — In conſequence of 


theſe groundleſs inſinuations and miſrepre- 


ſentations, an inditement was prefered laſt 
ſummer aſſize at Chelmsford, againſt Mr. 
Daniel Sutton, Surgeon, for a nuiſance; 


when the Grand Jury not only not found 
the bill againſt him, but obſerved publickly 


in Court to Lord MANS FIELD, . that not one 
ſingle article alledged againſt him in the indite- 
ment was proved; and that moreover they 
thought it partial to proſecute Mr. Sutton in par- 
ticular, ſince they did not find but that the Apo- 
thecaries of the town inoculated likewiſe.” They 
obſerved however, that Mr. Sutton had been 
ſomewhat indiſcreet, and of which indiſ- 
cretion they would admoniſh him. But I 
take the liberty to ſay, that had the Grand 
Jury known the nature of Mr. Suttor's prac- 
tice, they would not have cenſured him for 


indiſcretion. For had the inditement been . 


found, he would have aſſuredly nonſuited 
his enemies, and have proved beyond a poſ- 
ſibility of doubt, that he never brought into 
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1 Chelmsford a patient, who was capable of 
infecting a bye-ſtander, notwithſtanding ſuch. 
perſon would convey infection by inocula- 
tion. However paradoxical this may ſeem, 
48 it is truth, and would have been proved to 
4'F a demonſtration. But the Grand Jury juſt- 
_ 158 ly ſaved Mr. Sutton from being obliged in 
his defence to diſcover one of the moſt eſ- 
ſential parts and ſecrets of his profeſſion.— 
Such was the cauſe and iſſue of the Chelmſ- 
ford inditement. A proſecution founded on 
ſiniſter and malicious prejudice, ſupported 
by lying clamour, carried on with vindictive 
rage, but oppoſed by TRUTH, and frul- - 
trated by. JUSTICE: —— Such, O Sutton, 
will certainly be the fate of all the envious 


and malicious projects of thy oppoſers: 

| ſuch the ſhame of all thy enemies. I ſhall 

| | . now conclude with the following letter to 
| 


Mr. RoßgERT Pine, Surgeon, at Maidſtone 
in Kent, who has oppoſed Mr. Suiten, by 
a method that exceeds the ju/tice of the 
Chelmsford Inditement, 
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To Mr. PI NE. 


s IR, 


Tarzr is not a wretch on earth whom T more heartily 
pity than yourſelf, For a man who is preyed on by thoſe vul- 
tures envy, malice and revenge, muſt be a wretch indeed: 
and though he juſtly deſerves the greateſt infamy and contempt 
for yielding to the inſtigations of theſe viler paſſions, he is ſtill 
a real object of diſtreſs, and truly worthy to be commiſerated. 
That you, Sir, are this poor miſerable wretch, the offspring of 
Envy, the child of Malice and ſlave to Revenge, you have given 
the public too much reaſon to believe, — *Tis doubtleſs moſt 
mortifying to reflect, that a young proficient, a ſtranger to 
your county, ſhould invade your field of practice, ſhould rob 
you of your birth-right, as you vainly imagine ; and in a ſhort 
time eclipſe your fame and glory, But reaſon, nay, common 
ſenſe ſhould have taught you to be ſo wiſe and prudent as to 
have endeavoured to cultivate an acquaintance, not td have 
waged war with merit and ſucceſs. — But I muſt drop, Sir, all 
formal harangue with you. Your illiberal attack of me ſome 
time ago, in the St, James's Chronicle, and your unprecedent- 
ed treatment of my friend Mr. SuTTox, demand that I laſh 
your conduct with that freedom and ſeverity it deſerves, 

Yov have no right to an apology for my thus expoſing you, 
nor reaſon to expect the leaſt favour, becauſe you firſt inſulted 
me without cauſe, and endeavoured to wound my character 
from a bare ſuſpicion or villainous information that I was your 
enemy, For I deny to have had any concern in the affair 
of Mr. FoxsT#x's letter; and am defired to open your eyes 
and to acquaint you, that the advertiſement which contained 
his letter, was publiſhed to weaken the Chelmsford Inditement 
then depending ; and the infertion of ſeven thouſand was uſed 
as an innocent means to influence an unjuft proſecution, It 
had its effect; and I envy the perſon that thought of it. 
This was the end it was intended to anſwer ; but you, ſtung 
with ſuſpicion, and alarmed for your practice, concluded it 
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muſt be levelled againſt you, and that I, from my connection 
with Mr. SuTToN, muſt certainly be the man; and therefort 
you had the effrontery to mean me (for I have repeatedly traces 
it to you) in your obſervation, that there is one perſon, go 
obere he will,” &c,—In ſhort, it Mr, Foxs TER did not in- 
ſert the number ſevex thouſand, time has almoſt evinced that 
he ought to have done it; and as to the epithet great before 
majority, I think Mr. Foxs TER cannot ſo ſtrictly charge his 
memory as to be certain that he did not infert it. Be this 
as it may, as I have heard it declared for fact, that there was 
a great majority in favour of Mr, SuTTon, your aſſerting 
to the contrary in the St. James's Chronicle, will have very 
little weight with me. But why do I waſte time to juſtify the 
inſertion of a word, when the whole county of Kent rings 
with the name of SuTToN, and contains not only a great but an 
#nfenite majority for him. But to the purpoſe, 
You had no ſooner the extreme mortification to hear that 
2 majority of your own town had invited Mr. SuTToON, (known 
only in Kent by fame) to ceme and inoculate, but you haſten- 
ed to the temple of Calumny, to impley means to depreciate 
his character, and villify his ſucceſs, The hagged fiend heard 
your prayer, and diſpatched not a lying dream, but'a real imp 
of Falſehood, (from Maldon in Eſſex) whom you received with 
2 ghaſtly ſmile, liſtened with malicious pleafure to his infernal 
tale and propagated it with revengeful and remorſeleſs haſte.— 
I proved to you, by letter, that you had impoſed on the public 
2 baſe inſinuation, and was in hopes, that from that time you 
would have forbore to oppoſe merit, knowing that I was maſter 
of a ſecret, the diſcovery of which would be of material con- 
ſeqence to yout Character. But as I have fince found that 
your inveterate envy has baniſhed all fenſe of ſhame, and that 
you endeavour more and more to aggravate your offence, I ſhall 
diſcloſe what, I doubt not, will ſtartle many of your friends, 
' You, fir, to ſully Mr. SuTToN's ſucceſs, had the affurance to 
deftribute thouſands of hand-bills over the county of Kent, 
ſigned with your name, of which I ſaw numbers poſted up at 
Rocheſter, Maidſtone, &c. to infinuate that two children, in 
er near Maldon, viz. Carter and Poole, died under Mr, SuTToN's 
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Inoculation.—But to your infamy and diſgrace, an eminent fur. 
geon at Maldon aſſerts, © That he attended both theſe children 
that neither of them died from Inoculation, or from the effects 
of it, but from quite different cauſes,” —This gentleman's 


name I mentioned to you in my letter; to give you an opportu- 


nity of diſcovering your ſhame, by your own enquiry, But 
you, fir, if the world ſays true, ſhould be the laſt man, from 
your own ill- ſucceſs, to mention that of any other, however un- 
fortunate he has been in his practice. 

I now take my leave of you, by remarking a glaring in- 


ſtance of Ingratitude. Before Mr. SuTToN came into Kent, 


you uſed to prepare your patients a much longer time than you 
do at preſent, or at leaſt than you did when he was at Maid- 
ſtone, And that the Public might know this alteration in 
your method, you ſurprized them with the following very 
fingular and maſterly ſtroke ; “ Mr, Pine finds by experience, 
that a fortnight's preparation is ſufficient, I am not certain, as 
I have not your advertiſement, whether the time was not leſs, 

But pray, fir, uncover you breaſt, and anſwer me, honeſtly, this 
queſtion ; did you not acquire this experimental knowledge from 
Mr. SuTToN's practice? If ſo, have you not acted towards 


kim with the blackeſt ingratitude ? 
I am, Sir, 
With a proper Reſpect, 
Your's, 


ROBERT HOUL TON, 


N. B. From the nature of this publication I expect much 
abuſe; but I ſhall take no notice of any Imperti- 
nence, unleſs ſigned with the writer's real name. 
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| muſk be levelled againft you, and that I, from my conn i | 


with Mr. SuTToN, muſt certainly be the man; and therefort 
you had the effrontery to mean me (for I have repeatedly traces 
it to you) in your obſervation, that “ zhere is one perſon, | go 
evhbere he will, &c,—in ſhort, it Mr, Foxs TER did not in- 
ſert the number ſevex thouſand, time has almoſt evinced that 
he ought to have done it; and as to the epithet great before 
majority, I think Mr, Foxs TER cannot ſo ſtrictly charge his 


memory as to be certain that he did not infert it, Be this 


as it may, as I have heard it declared for fact, that there was 
a great majority in favour of Mr. SuTTon, your aſſerting 
to the contrary in the St. James's Chronicle, will have very 
little weight with me. But why do I waſte time to juſtify the 
inſertion of a word, when the whole county of Kent rings 
with the name of SuTToN, and contains not only a great but an 
But to the purpoſe, 

Vov had no ſooner the extreme mortification to hear that 
= majority of your own town had invited Mr. Sur rox, (known 
only in Kent by fame) to ceme and inoculate, but you haften- 
ed to the temple of Calumny, to impley means to depreciate 
his character, and villify his ſucceſs, The hagged fiend heard 
your prayer, and diſpatched not a lying dream, but'a real imp 


of Falſehood, (from Maldon in Eſſex) whom you received with 
2 ghaſtly ſmile, liſtened with malicious pleafure to his infernal 


tale and propagated it with revengeful and remorſeleſs haſte," 


J proved to you, by letter, that you had impoſed on the public 
a baſe inſinuation, and was in hopes, that from that time you 
would have forbore to oppoſe merit, knowing that I was maſter 
of a ſecret, the diſcovery of which would be of material con- 
ſeqence to yout Character. But as I have ſince found that 
your inveterate envy has baniſhed all fenſe of ſhame, and that 
you endeavour more and more to aggravate your offence, I ſhall 
diſcloſe what, I doubt not, will ſtartle many of your friends, 


' You, fir, to ſully Mr. SuTToN's ſucceſs, had the affurance to 


deftribute thouſands of hand-bills over the county of Kent, 
ſigned with your name, of which I ſaw numbers poſted up at 
Rochefter, Maidſtone, &c. to infinuate that two children, in 
er near Maldon, viz. Carter and Poole, died under Mr. SuTToN's 
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Inoculation.— But to your infamy and diſgrace, an eminent fur. 
geon at Maldon aſſerts, . That he attended both theſe children; 
that neither of them died from Inoculation, or from the effects 
of it, but from quite different cauſes,” — This gentleman's 


name I mentioned to you in my letter; to give you an opportu- 


nity of diſcovering your ſhame, by your own enquiry, But 
you, fir, if the world ſays true, ſhould be the laſt man, from 
your own ill- ſucceſs, to mention that of any other, however un- 
fortunate he has been in his practice. 

I now take my leave of you, by remarking a glaring in- 


ſtance of Ingratitude. Before Mr. SuTToN came into Kent, 


you uſed to prepare your patients a much longer time than you 
do at preſent, or at leaſt than you did when he was at Maid- 


ſtone, And that the Public might know this alteration in 


your method, you ſurprized them with the following very 
fingular and maſterly ſtroke; “ Mr, Pine finds by experience, 
that a fortnight's preparation is ſufficient, I am not certain, as 
I have not your advertiſement, whether the time was not leſs, 
But pray, fir, uncover you breaſt, and anſwer me, honeſtly, this 
queſtion 3 did you not acquire this experimental knowledge from 
Mr. SuTToN's practice? If ſo, have you not ated towards 


kim with the blackeſt ingratitude ? 
I am, Sir, 
With a proper Reſpect, 


Your's, 


ROBERT HOUL TON, 


AO 


N. B. From the nature of this publication I expect much 
abuſe; but I ſhall take no notice of any Imperti- 
nence, unleſs ſigned with the writer's real name. 
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In a few Months will be publiſhed, 


Dedicated to Sir WILLIAM MitpMar, Bart, 
A VOLUME OF 


MISCELLANEOUS POE TRY; 


CONSISTING OF 


Poems, Paſtorals, Odes, Epigrams, &c. 


With a Verſion of the Rev. Mr. CoTTon's three elegant Latin 
Elegies, entitled, 


LACHRTY M ELEGIACEA, 
1 
QUEREL/E EPISTOLARES, 


By ROBERT HOULTON, M.A. 


Late of MAaGDALEN-CoLLEGE, OxFo0RD, 


Theſe Pieces will be compriſed in a large Octavo Vo- 
lume, printed in the moſt elegant Manner on Royal Pa- 
per; and as the Publication will be by Subſcription, 
the Names of Subſcribers will be printed; to whom 
the Price is Five Shillings, to be paid on the Delivery 
of the Book. 


q2> The Author is already honoured with many Names of the Nobi- 
lity and principal Gentry; therefore he ſhall be greatly 
obliged to thoſe who are inclined to favour this Publication, 
if they would ſubſcribe as ſoon as convenient, as almoſt all 
the Pieces are ready for the Preſs, 


* SUBSCRIPT1ONS are taken in by 
R. Dav1s, Bookſeller, in Piccadilly; J. WII kIx, in St, Paul's 
Church-yard; S. PaxxEs, at Oxford; Meſſrs. FireTCurr 
and Hopson, at Cambridge; B. CoLLtins, at Saliſbury z 
L. HASSALL, at Chelmsford; J. KE VMR, at Colcheſter 
W.TAYLos, at Bath, and W. C&uTTWELL, at Sherborne, 


To the CRITICAL REVIEWE RS. 


Mzssirvzs CRITICS, 


1 Have read ſomething, which, I ſuppoſe, you call a Review of, 
and impartial criticiſm on my late ſermon in defence of Inooula- 
tion, &c. with a j»/t, concluſive, and full refutation of the Pre- 


face, —'Tis natural, you'll ſay, for me to think otherwiſe z 


but as I like to give reaſons for my ſentiments, I beg that you will 


graciouſly condeſcend to peruſe the following letter, I once 


believed you were made up of philoſophy; but I am now tho- 


roughly convinced (according to the Shandean ftyle) that you 


have as much gummineſs in the linings of your jackets ag 
other men, and that none will fret and chafe ſooner than yours. 
It is manifeſt that my prefatory Letter has ſpurred you; and, per- 
hays, this may make you vince ; but let me warn you not to kick 
and ſplaſb dirt in defence. To the point then: 

IuxrRINIS, you Jearnedly and judiciouſly write thus: © The 
deſign of this diſcourſe is to vindicate the common practice of 
inoculating the ſmall-pox againſt all objections of a religious na- 
ture,” — Moſt wonderful diſcovery indeed, to find out a writer's 
deſign ! But pray, Meſſrs. Hypercritics, is it not the profeſſion, 
office, and duty of. Reviewers to inform the public whether ſuch 
deſign is well or ill executed? Have they not a right, from the 
very nature of your undertaking, to expect this ?—Therefore, if 


my arguments in defence of Inceulation are pertinent and con- 
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vincing, you do me injuſſice by your ſilence. If, on the contraty, 
they are puerile, weak and inconcluſive, you act very unjuſily to- 
wards the public, by not intimating as much, in order fo prevent 
their miſpending both time and money;—Remark, then, that I 
firſt clearly convict you of injuſtice. 

Havixs thus reviewed my whole difcourſe, which is pretty 
long, while one cen ſay Jack Robinſon, you ſkip to the Appendix, 
and obſerve, that * It is a kind of panegyric on Mr, Sur rox, a 
ſurgeon in the county of Eſſex, who within the laſt three years 


is ſaid to have inoculated twenty thouſand perſons.” Yes, ye 


learned tribe, it is a kind of panegyric, and a very peculiar and 


uncommon kind too. It is a panegyric that Mr, SUTTON abſo= 


lutely deſerves : a panegyric, tis true, on a ſurgeon in Eſſex, but a 


ſurgeon that is known by fame in every county in the kingdom, 


and to nations far diſtant, But who, except yourſelves, will ever 


write panegyrics on the Critical Reviewer? Or when will your 
fame reach the ears of any but thoſe who are incapable of judging 
for themſelves, and who conſequently are not qualified to diſcover 
the merit of your publication, It is not only ſaid, but it can be proved 
that Mr. Sur rox has inoculated the number advanced, From 
this Appendix you give the following ſhort extract, as a ſpecimen 
of my difion : Of the above multitude, ſays Mr, Houlton, he 
denies that a fingle patient has died fairly from Inoculation (by him 
or his aſſiſtants) or from its effects. The death of two or three, 
reported to have died, was owing, one to his own imprudence in 
being drunk ſeveral times during the eruption, the other two to 


complicated diſorders, which would have killed them had they not 


been inoculated ; for as to the Small-pox, they had but very few 
puſtules, and had taken their leave of Mr. Sur roN.“ —I will rea 


TO THE CRITICAL REVIEWERS. 


gily allow that this paſſage might have been better expreſſed ; the 
leaſt attention only was neceſſary, But here I muſt arraign you 
of the moſt unfair and ungenerous treatment, The part of the 
Appendix, from whence this extract is made, relates to ſome few 
obſervations on Mr, SuTToN's practice, which I had liberty to 
mention; and therefore I choſe to do it in the moſt plain narra- 
tive ſtyle poſſible, For with reſpect to relations of practical facts 
and obſervations, what is generally underſtood by ſtyle, would be, 
in this caſe, as ridiculous and prepoſterous, as to uſe a ſimple nar- 
rative dition on a ſublime ſubje&,—No one, therefore, can 
form the leaſt judgment of my ſtyle, or manner of writing from 
the above extract, no more than we can eſtimate a man's ſenſe by 
his making a trifling obſervation concerning the weather. But 
with the leaye of your HIGH MIGHTINESSES, I will 
quote a paſſage from my letter or preface, the dition of which, I 
flatter myſelf, will be extremely pleaſing to you, and which you 
forgot to take notice of in your Review, After mentioning a cer 
tain perſon's intimacy with one of your affociates, I expreſs my» 
ſelf thus: © For if little country bookſellers have that influence 
with you, to get what remarks they pleaſe, made on publications, 


becauſe, forſooth, they are not exaployed by the authors, whe 


can longer eſteem the Critical Review?“ 

Now, Gentlemen, as you are certainly guilty, in the eye of 
.candour, of groſs diſingenvouſneſs, in giving the above extract as 
a ſpecimen of my dition, when, I muſt have the vanity to ſay, 
you knew there were many others far ſuperior to it, can you blame 
me for turning the tables on you, Be this as it may, I will com- 


mence Critic and Reviewer, fit in judgment on your heads, and 
point out ſome ſtriking beauties of your ſtyle and dition, contained 


in your laſt Review, viz, for March 1767. I will begin with your 
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Monthly Catalogue, No. 9.— As moſt ſchool- boys are generally. 
flogged for a falſe concord, what puniſhment do the Critical Re- 


viewers deſerye for this fault, who eſteem themſelves the ſole 
Judges of a pure ſtyle and diction ?—Alack ! alack ! I pity you, 
but out it muſt: © We can only ſpeak from our own obſervation, 
that if there is any incidents drawn from the life, in the adventures 
pf Mr. Atall, &c.”*—Perhaps you have a critica licentia for this 
mode of writing.—I will next give a ſpecimen of your elegant dic- 


tion, a ſtriking inſtance of a fine ſmooth-turn'd period. It is taken 


from your remark on No, 11,—* Miſs Greville's delicacy is car- 
| ried to a very great height, in refuſing to make Mr. Byron happy, 
" merely becauſe his intereſt might be injured by it, or that he 
might diſpleaſe his Uncle, who did not, at that time, entertain 
the moſt fayourable ſentiments of the lady; and her earneſtly 
coſunelling him to marry another woman, to promote the ſatiſ- 
faction of her rival's family, and becauſe ſhe had a greater for- 
tune than herſelf, is not, we think, confidering the ardour of 
her paſſion, in nature.” —This long winded ſentence could be 
moſt excellently ſpliced out into parentheſes, Pardon me, Meſſrs. 
Reviewers, but abſolutely the uncouthneſs of the whole paſlage, 


and the abrupt bluntneſs of the period, convey ſtrongly to me the 


| Idea of a lame horſe hobbling over rough ſtones, and at length 
running his head againſt a poſt. 2 

| Tux concluſion of the next ſentence is alſo moſt admirable and 

1 | elegant, Speaking of Mr, Byron's precipitate marriage on ſuppo- 

fition that Miſs Greyille was attached to another, you add, © and 


the impropriety is farther heightened by bis never after mentioning 


jt to ber, What fine language, and diction this ! by his never after 


rrentioning it to ber; moſt elegant indeed. Byt the next ſentence 
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amply recompences for this water-gruel ſtyle ; and, to uſe you 
own words, is an inimitable piece of mellifiuous nenſenſe. This 
production may find admirers among thoſe who are fond of the la- 
byrinths of romantic love, diſplayed in pleaſing language: Moſt ſub- 
lime, —The following remark on No. 38, is “ grievouſly incum- 
bered (to uſe your own phraſeology) with the repetition of the 
pronoun it and the verb ſubſtantive was, viz ““ it is well known 
that it <vas by this Lady Inoculation vas firſt introduced into En- 
gland, Had you expreſſed yourſelves thus, I is well known that 
Tnoculation wvas firft introduced by this Lady into England, you would 
have avoided both the redundancies, Was it worth my while to 
read your Reviews, I doubt not but I ſhould often meet with many 
inaccuracies of language, abſurd expreſſions, and ſtupid obſervati- 
ons: not that I believe ſuch inaccuracies to be the effect of igno- 
rance, but of negligence or non- attention. This confeſſion, per- 
haps, ſhews me to be endowed with more ingenuouſneſs than 
your whole tribe. Thus you ſee, ye learned and impartial Critics, 
that you have acted unfairly and moſt ungenerouſly in giving the 
above extract as a ſpecimen of my dition, ſince it is evident, I 
fatter myſelf, that the exceptionable part was owing entirely to 
negligence; of which I have alſo clearly convicted you. 


I confeſs I was miſtaken with reſpect to the publiſher, inſerted 


in your review, of my diſcourſe on Detraction. Nevertheleſs Toft's | 


name was tacked to the other two pieces; ſo that I was right in 
general, which is more, perhaps, than you can boaſt of your cri- 
ticiſms, I ſhould have taken no notice of this affair had you fa- 
youred me with a publiſher or vender, who /awfully profeſſed the 
þuſineſs of printer or bookſeller, ; 


Ir js, doubtleſs, very eaſy to aſſert * a young divine is petulant; 


\ 


ern. 
that people will Iaugh at his folly, and that it can be ne advan. 


tage to any man living (as you expreſs it) to have his name an- 


nexed to his publications.” —But I am aſhamed to ſee men, who 


file themſelves RITICAL REVIEWEIS, and would be efteem- 
ed judges of learning, wit and taſte, uſe ſuch weak, blunt, puerile 
weapons as ig ſe dixits. 

You remark that my prefatory letter is injudiciouſly 
placed at the head of a ſermon, What a ftreight mutt criti cs be 
reduced to, when they can only find fault with the place where a 
letter is introduced. But this is like a ſchool-boy's complaining 
that the rod is put in his fight, I am thoroughly convinced, that, 
in general, you don't review or rather peruſe one tenth part of 


any publication; I concluded therefore, if I did not place my let- 


ter ſomewhere at the beginning, it would ſtand little chance of 


being read by your HIGH MIGHTINESSES, Will any laugh at 
my folly for this ? | 

Fix ALL v, you obſerve that ſerious readers expect evangelical 
meekneſs, and that my publication is not a work of piety.— O ye 
wiſeacres ! do you think I am not ſenſible what drugs mere ſer- 
mons are, and how ill they ſell? Have not I publiſhed a ſermon 
en Detraction, and, perhaps, experienced the truth of this? But 
you forget yourſelves. Do you not obſerve in your remarks on 
No. 46, that The generality of thoſe writers who have puh- 
liſhed their meditations on ſubjects of religion, have met with no 
favourable receptian from readers of taſte ; becauſe their writings 


have had nothing but their piety to recommend them.“ I wag 


much of your opinion, and therefore prefixed a letter to you, 


which I knew would pleaſe many, eſpecially thoſe who have 
not the honour of your good opinion, or rather who fcorn to bribe 
I ſhall take my final leave of you, by giving 


for applauſe. 


the ſtrongeſt proof of your partiality, 
A Book entitled, © The Power of Faith and Godlineſs exert 
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plified in ſome memoirs of Theophilus Lobb, M. D. F. R. S.“ 
was lately publiſhed by John Green, This performance, which re- 
fleas no great honour on diploma-phyſicians and the Royal So- 


ciety, you have taken notice of in your laſt Review; but whether 
Let us firſt read the 


remarks of the MonTarLyY Reviewers on this publication. 


partially or impartially is the queſtion. 


« From theſe memoirs we learn, that the late Dr. Lobb was 
born; that he ſuck'd in non-conformity with his mother's milk; 


that he was himſelf a diſſenting miniſter (in Somerſetſhire and 


elſewhere) before he became a phyſician; that in the year 1713, 


when he was 35 years old, and eleven years after his commencing 
preacher, the doctor and the devil grew very intimate; that he 
was guilty of many aggravated iniquities, omiſſions of duty, and 
commiſſions of fin ;* that this was not all—for * Satan aſſaulted 
and followed him with horrid and violent temptations, to the 
commiſſion of a monſtrous crime, from which © however, it 
Pleaſed God to preſerve him z* that in the ſame year he wrote his 
covenant with God, wherein he confeſſes himſelf, by his wicked 
practices, a ſon of death and a child of hell; - and acknowledges 
that he had wickedly fided with God's enemies; that, neverthe- 
leſs, he grew very pious and good, and often renewed his cover 
nant, renouncing Sin and Shame, and all the /uſts of the fleſh? 
that notwithſtanding the power of faith and godlineſs were thus 
manifeſted in this good man, ſomething or other was ſtill the 
matter, ſo that he and his congregation frequently diſagreed, 4 
ticularly about his ſermons; that in 1722, he loſt his godly 
and loving wife' and prayed to God to provide him another in her 


ſtead ; that © God graciouſly heard and anſwer'd his prayers,” and 
that the Dr, was very thankful; that having received a Scotch 
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diploma, he at length quitted the miniſtry, and applied ſolely to 


the practice of phyſic; that he nevertheleſs continued as fervent- 
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=! | in the offices of piety as ever, and annually renewed his covenant 

with the Lord; yet ſtill finding occaſion, now and then, to la- 
ment the © Corruptions and indwelling luſts working in his ſoul,* 
L and how much his mind was * defiled by multitudes of finful and 
unclean thoughts, and to complain of the ſin which did ſo eaſily 
beſet bim; that Fees not coming in very faſt at firſt, he prayed 
to God for a comfortable -ſepply of patients, and that in kind 
anſwer to his prayers, God was pleaſed to procure employment for 
him as a phyſician ;* that finally, the Doctor lived to the age of 


eighty-four,—and then experienced, that he was himſelf as mor- 


tal as his patients, tho' he probably out-lived moſt of them: 

and here ends our ſummary of the principal events recorded in 
his edifying © exemplification of the power of F aith and God- 
Iineſs.“ 

T sHALL alſo take the liberty to ſubjoin a few extracts from 
theſe intereſting memoirs, and a remark or two of the learned pub- 
liſner.— On the laſt day of every year Dr. Lobb uſed to caſt up 

his ſpiritual accounts; and in 1718 found himſelf greatly in ar- 
rear. Among many very curious articles, the following is given 
as a ſpecimen : © Thirdly, my God, hath, in a remarkable man- 
ner, preſerved me and my beaſt in all my journies, going out and 
coming in: and I have been to Dorcheſter, to Shafteſbury ſeveral 
times, four times to Otterton in Devonſhire, to Briſtol, Taunton, 


Thouſands of people joutney daily to the ſame 


London, &c.“ 
places without any accident; but Dr. Lobb ſays God preſerved him 


and his beaſt in a remarkable manner. By this the Dr. certainly 


means, that notwithſtanding he was a bad rider, and his horſe 


piven to trip, yet God preſerved the beaſt from frumbling, and 
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him from breaking his neek. - On a time 21ſo he took a journey 


into Cornwall, and, O wonderful miracle ! returned ſafe home; 


upon which the learned publiſher (Mr, Green) obſerves, “ and 
tho' the wind was high and bleak, and ia their faces as they 
returned, yet neither of them caught any cold.“ While he of- 
ficiated as diſſenting miniſter at Yeovil, his congregation dif- 
fered much, not only about his preaching, but about their awn 
ſinging, © which tended (as the Dr, himſelf obſerves) not a 
little to render his miniftry uſeleſs among them ; and the rather 


becauſe both parties, they who were bringing in new tunes, and 
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they who were againſt it, laid the blame upon him. This led 
him to think they might profit more by another miniſter than 
65 him, to whom, ſays he, of late, they have ſhewn too little 
regard; and that as all circumſtances were, he might very 


well conclude, that God in his Providence was leading him ta 
Witham,” —A very pious and reaſonable concluſion indeed; 
conſidering that he allowed his miniſſry vas rendered uſeleſs among 
them, and tat they fhew'd bim too little regard. The Doctor, 
however, had a charity for his congregation, as appears from 
the following part of a prayer; “ And if thou ſhouldſt ſee fit 
to ſettle me at Witham, I humbly and earneſtly beſeech thee to 
provide a miniſter for the congregation at Yeovil, -———The 
Dr. tells us he was a diſſenter upon principle, © I rejoice in 


my being a diffenter, notwithſtanding the diladvantages of it as 


to worldly things ;” and on this he thus prays, O my God, 
I praiſe and thank thee for keeping me from all ſinful confor- 
mities, for the fake of temporal gain,” But behold how con- 
fiſtent all this is with the following! “ On reflection, I find 
myſelf moſt guilty of \theſe fins ; firſt, a froneneſs to pride and 


ambitien; ſecondly, to worldly mindedne/s ;"* upon which he en- 


— 
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elaims: „ Oh! how fond am Lof <vorldly comforts! how much 
grieved, and afflicted if they are taten from me Such are the 
whole memoirs of Theophiius Lobb, M. D. and F. R. S.— 
But the publiſher comes not e whit behind him: for nothing 
Can exceed the jaſtneſs and f. hriety of the following obſervation 3 
& It is not indeed to be expected, (ſays the judicious Mr, Green) 


that every one ſhould be a3 capable as the Doctor was, f praying 


and teaching. But if he has not the gift of prayer, he may uſe 


.a form.” Heavens ! a form ! what condeſcenſion! what con- 


ceſſion from a diſſenting miniſter !=———Were nut theſe me- 
moirs actually publiſhed, it would be ſcarce credible that any 
man was infirm enough ts record ſuch, or any friend or relation 
ſo weak as to publiſh them. It ſerved, however, to keep a 
certain preſs and fount of letters from being totally ufeleſs.— 
In ſhort, the reader, from what has been already ſaid of this 
performance, muſt be a competent judge of its merit; and 
will, I am poſitive, jein with me in aſſerting, that it was the 
duty of the Reviewers to inform the public, That the memoirs 
ef Theophilus Lobb, publiſhed by ſohn Green, were abſurd 
and ridiculous, and entirely unworthy a peruſal, The Monthly 
Reviewers“ have expoſed it in a proper light: perhaps they have 
taken too much notice of it. But let us hear what account 
your HIGH MIGHTINESSES give of this publication, and 
ſee if you have Fengtiy, impartially, and juſily difcharged your 
duty to the public, 


_—_— 
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* Frequent r#port induced me to hint in the preface, that 

the Monthly and Critical Reviewers were the farms men; but 
* 

the remarks of the former on the above publication convince 


me to the contrary, 


TO THE CRITICAL REVIEWERS. 


“ TX18 volume contains à minute account of the piety of the 
late Dr. Lobb, and his prayers on many different occaſions ; 
ſeveral of the moſt material occurrences of his Ife; the hiſ- 
tory of his man Joſeph; and ether particulars extra ted from 
his diary: likewiſe a copy of verſes on the publication of theſe 
memoirs, by Dr. Thomas Gibbons, and a lift of the books 
which have been publiſhed by Dr. Lobb,” 

A vERV friendly and favourable aecount this! but ſurely, 
Meſſrs. Critics, you'll not pretend that you have reviewed this 
book ! your notice of it is rather calculated to excite curioſity, 
an induce the public to buy it, than to ridicule, diſcourage, 
and decry ſuch a publication : a publication, replete in every; 
page with abſurdities and inconſiſtencies 3 that abounds with 
nonſenſe, ludicrous and even profane prayers ; in which Di- 
vine Providence is introduced on every trifling occaſion, made 
the contriver of many ridiculous accidents, and repreſented as 
an intimate and familiar acquaintance, I appeal to the candid, 
whether this is not the caſe, and whether this performance 
ought not tv be expoſed, and declared utterly unwerthy the 
peruſal of a fingle reader? 

I ſhort, juſtice and impartiality ſhould have influenced you 
ſeverely to ceaſure and condemn this performance; not only as 
a work highly abſurd and ridiculous in itſeif, but a publication 
that contains not a ſingle literary merit. But I will diſcover the 
ſecret ſpring of your conduct. I accul-d you, in my preface, 
of an ur juſt friendſhip and partiality tor one Toft, an obſcure 
book fell in Effex, You have evinced this to a demonſtration 
for Fobn Green, the learned publiſher of the above memoirs, is fa- 
ther-in-law to Toft, and Maſter Dickey Lobb, nearly related to the' 
famous Theophilus Lybb, is Toft's partner, | 
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A LETTER &, 


Ir you think me worth more powder and ſhot (to uſe one of 
your general and favourite expreſſions) let me again adviſe you 


to throw by ipſe dixit weapons: don't tell me that I am pe- 


tulant, arrogant, or a fool, but prove me ſo, Attack me 
with ſome of your weighty metal, or I ſhall henceforth deem 


F 1 725 you the moſt paultry antagoniſts I ever engaged with, 
ca I am, 
| | $ ; ; | With all charitable concern for your ſinking character, 
= Yours, 
1 5 
1 | ROBERT HOULTON, 
i s p. S. Ir you could adviſe your friend Toft to employ his 


preſs to a better purpoſe than that of printing Billinſgate ſongs 3 
or ſhew him a more likely way of getting money than by cenſult- 
| ing lawyers whether they can proſecute authors for publiſhing 
. the truth, you will do him far more eſſential ſervice, than by 


poſting his name in your Review. 


